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Front Cover:
Longtime tournament
angler, Larry Muse, caught
this nice blue cat on
Wheeler Lake in a King Kat
tournament out of Decatur,
Alabama.

Catfish Connections
Winter catfishing has been
exceptionally
good.
Personal
best after personal best have
been logged by anglers all over
the country. In one case a state
record weight flathead was caught
through the ice but not certified
because the angler chose to CPR.
Kudos to Christopher Bauman
for making the choice on the side of
conservation and trophy catfish for
the future. As more and more anglers like Bauman demonstrate
their willingness to inform and teach others the importance of
letting those big fish go the better our future catfishing will be.
Hopefully we can all do out part to educate those who have not
yet grasped the importance of selective harvest and CPR.
The month of March begins an increasing schedule of catfish
tournaments. By the time this issue is published the Fishlife
National Championship of Catfishing will have taken place on
Wheeler Lake.
The Santee Cooper Monster Cat Quest is scheduled for a
Friday and Saturday in mid-March. I always expect big fish to
come from that location.
March will also see the inaugural King of the James take place
in Virginia and the first Bluegrass Catfish Bash in Kentucky.
When April rolls around the Chick Fight will take place on
Wheeler Lake. This first ever all women catfish tournament is
sure to be a boost for catfishing in general. We will have a
report in the May issue of Catfish Now.
This month’s issue is focused on the tournament trail. Those
who are involved with tournaments know of the many trials and
tribulations that go along with planning, conducting, or fishing
in tournaments. The stories in this issue of CatfishNow will
highlight some tales of the trail.
There are millions of stories to tell and we can only scratch
the surface, but over time we can tell a lot of them. If you know
of a story that needs to be told we would love to hear from you.
As always, I wish to thank the great sponsors that support
us. It is because of them that we are able to offer the contents
of CFN to our readers free of charge. I hope you will help me
thank them by considering their products when you are in the
market for catfish supplies.
We are extremely pleased to bring you this month’s collection
of catfish related content and ask you to share this issue with
your friends, relatives, and other catfish enthusiasts. By doing
so you just might help them catch more CatfishNow.
Fish with passion,
Ron Presley, Editor
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by Ron Presley

Making the right decisions at the right time.

C

atfish tournament payouts continue
to grow. The 2018 Possum Kingdom
Catmasters tournament got the catfishing
world’s attention last year with their guaranteed
top spot payout on Possum Kingdom Lake.
One-hundred twenty-nine tournament catfish
teams showed up for the competition on a
dreary October morning. It followed several
days of wet and windy prefishing. Challenging
the inclement weather, struggling to get bait,
and making frequent strategy changes proved
to be the key to winning.
Oklahoma anglers, Chris (Chris Baldwin

Chris and Kyli are shown here with four of
their day-two fish that helped them earn
$25,000.
Guide Service) and Kyli Baldwin put the right
game plan together to claimed the $25,000
first-place prize money. Not a bad way to
spend a vacation.
“We always make fishing trips our vacation
time,” explained Kyli. “We get our fun spending
multiple days learning new waters and trying
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HOW TEAM BALDWIN WON $25,000
Possum Kingdom Catmasters 2019

Fish like this helped Team Baldwin win on
Possum Kingdom. Their strategy was based
on numbers, not necessarily the biggest fish
in the lake.
to figure out what the fish are doing. This was
my first experience on the lake and Chris’s
second time there.”
Their story from last year is a good learning
experience for anglers planning to compete
in 2019 to understand how a strategy is
developed. The next event is scheduled for
October 18 and 19, 2019. The guaranteed
first place money is $30,000.
The Baldwin Experience
Team Baldwin approached Possum
Kingdom with a good deal of confidence, but
not really sure what would be needed to win.
“I had no idea what it would take to win,”
offered Chris. “But I knew we had to be as
versatile as possible. Our goal was to figure
out the numbers game instead of just looking
for the biggest fish in the lake.”
There was not a lot of time spent on the
tournament before leaving Oklahoma for
Possum Kingdom Lake.
“We didn’t do much preparation at home,”
revealed Kyli. “We did tie new rigs on our poles

The
2019
Possum
Kingdom
Catmasters tournament has been
scheduled for October 18 and 19,
2019. The guaranteed first place prize
has been increased from $25,000 in
2018 to $30,000 in 2019.
Check-in and Captain’s meeting will
be from 5:00 to 9:00 PM on Thursday,
October 17th at the Possum Kingdom
Chamber
of
Commerce.
The
tournament is supported strongly by
the Chamber and local businesses.
“The Chamber is one of our
biggest donors and supporters,” said
tournament director, Bryan St Alma,
“We have a lot of local support from
businesses and some just fans of the
event. Even more supporters are lining
up for the next one.”
“We feel like this year’s tournament
was a success,” continued St Alma.
“We learned a few things that we will
use to improve next year’s event. It
is our goal to raise the bar each year
with bigger payouts and hopefully gain
more support from the industry. We
had 129 boats this year and expect
more in 2019. We have capped the
number of boats at 200.”
Keep up with the latest information
on Possum Kingdom Catmasters by
following and liking them on Facebook.

and made sure we had enough pre-made rigs
so we didn’t have to worry about that when we
got there.”
They traveled to the lake on Tuesday
preceding the tournament and actually got

5 Catfish NOW March 2019

HOW TEAM BALDWIN WON $25,000

on the water Wednesday for pre-fishing. The
weather was a big factor. It rained five straight
days preceding the tournament and a cold front
rolled in keeping the daytime temperatures
cool. Add in the wind, and fishing conditions
were tough.
“I think one of our biggest obstacles was
the changing weather,” stated Kyli. “Each
day was different right up to tournament day.
Because of that, we did not expect that the
fish we caught pre-fishing would necessarily
be in the same area all week, and we were
right.”

“…the fish were in transition…”
One tool that successful tournament
anglers use is local knowledge. Marina’s,
boat dealers, bait shops and local anglers all
have a wealth of knowledge that can benefit
tournament anglers. Spending time talking to
these individuals and developing friends and
relationships over time can pay big dividends.
“We got on the lake Wednesday morning,”
reported Chris. We were struggling big time to
get quality bait. After driving 25 miles around
the lake I sucked up my pride and made a
phone call to my friend, Cody Waldrop. He

Well placed rod holders give Team Baldwin a
good spread whether dragging or anchored.
put us on some 5- to 7-inch shad. I made one
throw and had more than 30 nice baits.”
“Fresh bait is the most important thing you
need to catch big catfish,” added Chris. “If you
don’t have fresh bait you may as well go bass
fishing!”
With the pressure to find bait eliminated,
Chris and Kyli began to develop their
tournament strategy. As it turned out it
was probably their ability to make the right
decisions and adapt to changing conditions
that put them in the winner’s circle.
They were pulling planner boards and the
first adjustment they made was to slow down.
This was on Wednesday, their first day to prefish. At this point, they had no idea they would
give up the planer boards completely.
“I noticed we were going about .8 mph,”
revealed Chris. “Deciding that was too fast
to keep my 2.75-ounce drifting weight on the
bottom we slowed down to about .3 or .4 mph
and BAM—we hooked up a nice fish.”
On Thursday Chris and Kyli fished upriver
hoping to learn something to add to their
strategy. Chris wanted to check out some
shallower water. They caught one fish in
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HOW TEAM BALDWIN WON $25,000

three hours, pulling boards over a two-mile
stretch. Another decision was executed and
they made a 20-mile run upriver only to find a
blank sonar screen. So, they headed back out
to the lake and deeper water. They caught 10
quality fish in the same hole they had fished
on Wednesday and added the spot to their list
for tournament day.
Trial and error continued on Friday as they
stayed away from the fish they had caught
previously because they did not want to sorelip them before the tournament. They were
able to eliminate some more water. They
fished north of where they caught fish on
Thursday without success making Chris think
they should try going south.
“We ended up going five miles south and
caught some more smaller blues,” recalled
Chris. “So, we went on the hunt again. We
continued to move south about five more
miles downriver and caught an 18 pounder.
We added that spot to our list.”
Their pre-fishing indicated that the fish

Fresh bait is an important aspect of any
successful catfish trip according to Chris
Baldwin. The fresher the better.
were in transition, moving south. That finding
gave them one more part of the pattern for
fishing on tournament day. They decided to
start where they caught the 18-pound blue
and move south from there.
Tournament anglers often mention the mind
games that must also be overcome. Rumors
of, “they are biting at the dam,” or “everything
is shallow,” have to be dealt with. Sometimes
it is hard to stay on track and stick with the
game plan that’s based on your own intel and
not the competition’s reports.
“The mental game can be frustrating and
takes a lot of patience,” said Chris. “You just
have to keep moving forward. During this
chaos of running up and down the lake, Kyli
made sure that I stayed on my path to success
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by not letting all the rumors get in my head
and send me in a different direction.”
“She puts all of her faith in me and lets me
do my thing,” continued Chris. “She doesn’t
let me listen to anyone and won’t let me go
off our course no matter what someone has
caught or where they caught it. She has no
problem letting me know when I’m straying.”
On tournament day they started out just as
they planned, with good results. They quickly
had four quality fish in the boat. When the bite
stopped, they moved further south and caught
one more decent fish just 30 minutes before
the day’s fishing ended. That last fish helped
them take the lead on day one. So far so good,
But the decision making was not over as they
would discover on the final day.
“Sunday morning, we head right back to our
spot,” said Chris. “The group of fish we were
following had been in transition downriver for
the last five days. We made the call to move
two more miles downriver and they were
there.”
“We boated an 18- a 10- and a12-pounder,”
continued Chris. “We knew that wasn’t
enough so we waited it out and here came
a 21-pounder. We had lost big fish after big
fish due to the amount of current flow that
we weren’t used to dealing with. We are not
normally current fisherman and don’t know
the best way to go about it.”
“We spot-locked all tournament long,” said
Chris. “We did not continue to use planer

Baldwin’s SeaArk provided a great platform
for developing their winning strategy. It
changed a little each day of practice, and
even after day one.
boards, as we had in practice, because we
found that every time we would slow our drift
down to nothing we would get a fish on. So,
we knew we needed to anchor and the fish
were moving slower than normal. Our solution
was to spot-lock upstream from the fish and let
them come get the bait that they could smell.”
With the weigh-in complete, Team Baldwin
had brought 145.88 pounds to the scales and
claim the top honors. They set an initial strategy
and then adjusted it as needed. Basically, they
found good fish while pre-fishing and followed
them as they moved, making one decision
after another to stay up with the transitioning
fish. Their success was based on their ability to
find the pattern and their confidence in making
the decision to move when the bite stopped.
“We were very worried that we may not have
enough weight to win, after losing a couple of
fish at the boat that were 20-pounds plus,”
concluded Chris. “We had followed these fish
20 miles down the lake from Wednesday to
Sunday. We never caught a giant but we were
fortunate to come out on top with the quality
fish we had. We had taken it home!”
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- Ron Presley

HOW TO?

B’n’M How To:
Burping a Catfish
with Mark Blauvelt

9 Catfish NOW March 2019

Catfish Gear #014 — Hooker’s Terminal Tackle—Portable Digital Scale

J

ames N. Arwood had a dream of
making his own hooks. Beginning
with several top selling fish hooks,
he began studying them with the idea of
making them better. At first, he used his
creations himself and later gave some
to friends. But the fiends kept coming
back for more. As demand for his hooks

grew, he began selling them retail. This
small beginning flourished into what is
known today as Hookers Terminal Tackle
(HTT).
As hook sales increased, he added
more products to the HHH line. His
success is demonstrated by the numerous
anglers who have adopted his products
as their choice for all different kinds of
fishing, but with a base in catfishing.
One popular addition to the HTT line
of products is the 110-Pound Digital
Scales. Since the scales are portable
you may find other uses for them, but the
intended use is for weighing big catfish
up to the scale’s 110-pound limit.
The electronic scale runs on two
standard AAA batteries (not included).
All functions are controlled by three
simple buttons. A push of the Tare button
will zero the scales; push the unit button
to weight by pounds or kilograms; the
third button turns the scales of and on.
Forgot to turn them off? No worries, a
built-in timer will shut them down for
you.
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They are normally used as hand-held but can be made
stationary by hanging by the ring on top. The scales are
water resistant but not waterproof. It is a good idea to store
them in a Ziploc bag or some other waterproof container.
Given catfish angler ’s emphasis on fish care today, the
ideal way to use the scales is to first place big fish in a
fish sling. Then hang the sling by the hook on the scales
to determine the weight.
Like all of HTT products, the scales can be returned for
any reason if you don’t like them.
Visit the Hooker Terminal Tackle’s website at
www.hookersterminaltackle.com to view their full line of
catfish gear. Given their 100 percent, no questions asked,
money back guarantee, what do you have to lose?

IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
GOOD LUCK!

MADE IN USA
.COM

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.

803-473-4927
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Catfish Basics #059

Sinker Safety – Robert Scott Sr.,
Clarksville, TN

There are a few essential elements of making
your own sinkers. First and foremost, molten lead is
dangerous, so always think safety first. Trust me, you
want to wear boots, not flip flops. Good eye protection
is also a must because impurities in the lead can pop
and cause injury. A face shield is ideal.
When the lead is melted down and poured into
molds there are toxic lead fumes produced which can
be inhaled and absorbed. This is why ventilation is need
to dissipate the fumes. Never melt and pour inside a
residence, use the garage or other outbuilding. Be sure
to have the garage door open and have a fan blowing.
The physical things you need are leather gloves, a melting pot, sinker mold, skimming
tool, and a pull pin ( metal coat hangers can be used).
Use pliers to slowly lower lead into the pot. Don’t just drop it in. You will also need and
old spoon to remove the impurities off the top of the melted lead. That spoon can get hot
though so you might consider a wooden handled lead dipper to lower the lead and skim
impurities off the top. I oil my pin and mold on the first few sinkers.
Find the molds for the sinkers you use and give it a try. Good luck. You will find them
way cheaper in the long run.
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by Brad Durick

My catfish tournament, its unique format, and things that pop up.

P

utting on a great catfish tournament
is not as easy as many think.
Just finding a date and throwing
together a group of anglers is not a
real tournament. A real tournament is a
well thought out, well-oiled machine. To
truly do it the right way takes months or
even years to put together. The director
has to put on a show and build a solid
reputation as an event that everyone
wants to be part of.
It all starts out with an idea followed
by a plan. A good plan takes some time

The Erickson family were the winners of the
2018 Scheels Boundary Battle. Eric won the
Kids Derby. The family won three categories
and cashed a check for $3,500 and got their
names engraved on the Catfish Cup.
to implement. You have to deal with
many entities to make sure all the T’s
are crossed and I’s are dotted. You
must deal with permitting, marketing
and other obstacles that are thrown at
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TOURNAMENT TALES

you that have not been thought up yet.
As the tournament date nears you
begin to worry about whether everything
is in place and if the weather will be
good or not. You hope the anglers like
the rules and format that you chose. And
you hope that they catch enough fish
and have enough fun to want to come
back for years to come.
When I was thinking back to my own
experiences it occurred to me that I have
had a lot of event planning involvement
in various areas. When I was in high
school and college, I directed a small
powerlifting contest every December.
In my career as a television executive,
I was in charge of the annual bowling
classic. I also sat on a committee with the
Chamber of Commerce that ran a 150-

“…a polygraph test for the winners
would be mandatory.”

The Google Maps printout with the handdrawn alternative route map we were forced
to make in 2018 when they closed the main
road to the boat access for day one of the
Scheels Boundary Battle
boat catfish tournament as a fundraiser.
These events were the basis and set the
foundation for my tournament directing
career.
Scheels Boundary Battle Tournament
I was approached in the fall of 2013
by the local visitor ’s bureau to start a
new catfish tournament. I initially said
that I was not interested but over the
next year of watching the dysfunction
of other tournaments around the area
agreed the next year (2015) we would
start a new tournament. The stipulations
for my directing the tournament were
that I got to make the rules and that a
polygraph test for the winners would be
mandatory.
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The Boundary Battle is close to what
I think is the perfect tournament format.
After hours of discussion, it was decided
to put the anglers first. We make the
anglers fish two different sections of the
river. We have the payouts and rules
set up like no other tournament that I
have ever seen. Instead of a standard
payout, our money is broken up into
categories. In other words, if you win
lots of categories you win lots of money.
In most tournaments, not everyone wins
all categories so the money is split up
amongst the anglers.
In most two-day tournaments, if you
have a bad day one you are out of the
running except for some random awards
and door prize drawings. We have daily
team winners, big fish winners, and slot
fish winners. We also make the Hard
Charger Award for the team with the
most gain from day one to day two. What
this means is if you have a terrible day
one, there is $2,000 in new money on
day two giving you a reason to fish and

John and Liz Stempinski of East Grand
Forks Minnesota. They had a terrible day
one but came back day two to win the day,
big fish, the Hard Charger Award, and secure
a fourth-place finish.
something to compete for.
It has happened that a lower placed
team won more money than the actual
tournament winners because they won
more categories. The very first year,
2015, there was a team that was middle
of the pack after day one. Day two they
had a great day winning the day and
catching big fish honors pulling them
into fourth place for the event. As a
result, they received a check for seven
hundred dollars more than the actual
winners.
The Boundary Battle has a slot limit
due to North Dakota and Minnesota
laws on our catfish. Only one catfish
over 24 inches per angler which gives
a two-man team a limit of two fish over
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the slot per day. We also have a no
culling law meaning that once you put a
fish in the livewell it is considered kept.
For tournament anglers, the decision to
keep a fish for weigh-in must be made
at the time of the catch. The decision
becomes whether to throw the fish back
immediately and keep fishing or commit
the fish to the livewell to be weighed.
You may be asking yourself, how do
they prevent cheating in a tournament
with a slot limit and a no culling law?
A long-standing tournament in our area
had huge cheating problems even with
on the water officials. It was never
proven but is always assumed. Because
of the no culling law, teams can get
done fishing and weighed in early. This
takes away from the long drawn out final
weigh in. In fact, our final weigh in only
lasts about 20 minutes.
To eliminate cheating from culling fish
we instituted a mandatory polygraph
test for one angler. The angler is chosen
from a random drawing from the top five
teams as well as each day’s winning
team. We are also able to enforce the
fishing boundaries, fishing hours, and
prevent any fish modifications.
All of this has made for a fun, fair and
challenging tournament. It has become
a tournament where the main goal
is getting your name on the Scheels
Catfish Cup as much as cashing the
check.
Tournament Challenges
Any sort of event will have fires that
pop up and must be dealt with on the
spot. These can be anything from a slot
fish that is over 24 inches meaning the
heaviest fish is disqualified, to road
closures, to runaway boats.
Two days before the 2018 Boundary
Battle the main road to the day one
boat ramp was closed. We had to find
alternate routes and get a map and
direction out to the anglers ASAP. We
ended up with a detour going through a
residential area to get to the boat ramp.

We drew up a detour map and spread
it through social media. I’m sure those
homeowners were surprised to hear 50
trucks with boats drive by at 5:00 am on
Saturday morning.
The biggest issue to pop up at one of
my tournaments was not even related
to the tournament. Mid-morning of day
two a car pulling an old white boat came
through the parking lot, launched, and
a family took off. Hours later, one of
the tournament anglers came up to the
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weigh station and told me there was a
boat washed up on shore with no people
in it. In the end, what happened was
they threw an anchor on the bank to hold
the boat while they went to eat pizza
at a local establishment. The strong
winds of the day broke a bad anchor
rope sending the boat into the river. A
good ending but a situation you never
want to encounter especially during a
tournament.
Directing a tournament is stressful
but rewarding. We have developed a
successful format that is unique and fun
for the anglers. Things come up in any
event and we just do the best we can to
make it great.

Zach Srnsky and Trevor Rodd won the 2017
Scheels Boundary Battle. They finished
first on day one and then the tournament to
get their names forever on the catfish cup.
Captain Brad Durick is a nationally
recognized catfish guide on the Red
River of the North, seminar speaker, and
author of the books Cracking the Channel
Catfish Code and Advanced Catfishing
Made Easy. For more information go to
www.redrivercatfish.com

- Brad Durick
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HOW TO?

CFN How To:
Rod Threading Device
with Joey Pounders and Jeff Dodd
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Catfish Basics #060

Never Compromise Bait
Larry Muse, Corinth, MS

Successful tournament anglers go to all
extremes to get their bait and they should.
Well known tournament angler, Larry Muse,
puts fresh bait at the very top of the list when it
comes to tournament success. It is not one of
the little things, rather it is a big thing. It is not
always easy, but it is necessary.
“Never compromise on bait,” instructs Muse.
“It needs to be as fresh as possible—as fresh
as you can get it. Fresh bait is one thing that
has been a big factor for me in all my years of
tournament fishing.”
For Muse, his bait is usually skipjack, but his message is generic. If the prime
bait in your part of the world is shad, then the shad needs to be fresh. What ever
bait is prime in your waters will catch more fish if it is as fresh as it can be and it
is worth the extra effort to do what ever you must to get it.
“What I’m really saying is, don’t compromise on the BAIT that you have confidence
in,” concluded Muse. “If I don’t have fresh skipjack, less than three days old, then
I feel like I’m compromising!”
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by Ron Presley

C

A Catfish Tournament for the Ladies

hick Fight is a catfish tournament
for lady catfish anglers. As the
sport of catfishing grows, so grows
the number of women participating.
This tournament will give women catfish
anglers a platform to demonstrate their
skills and enjoy the competition and
camaraderie of tournament fishing. The
excitement among lady anglers is growing
as more plans for the tournament are
revealed.
This first of its kind ladies’ tournament
is the creation of Melinda Folsom. It was
developed through her associations,
observations, and discussions with other
cat women at tournaments and other
catfish related events.
“This is my first tournament to direct,”
reported Folsom. “I have taken ideas
from my experiences as a tournament
angler and used them to create an event
for the ladies of catfishing.”
Folsom says she has bounced ideas
off of other people during the planning
process to include as many good ideas
as she can. The process also gave her
feedback on her own ideas.
“My husband Bryan gets more than
most,” said Folsom. “Ann White, my
co-director, also gets messages daily
from me regarding the tournament. Ann
in return, tosses ideas around to her
husband, Eddie White, and then sends
them back to me.”
Melinda and Ann are participating
in the tournament. On tournament day
they will be strictly participants. Official
duties will be tended to by volunteers.
Bryan Folsom will be orchestrating the
tournament on land and Eddie White will
be Master of Ceremonies at the weighin. A third volunteer, Jody Harrison, will

Melinda Folsom’s idea to have an all women
catfish tournament will become a reality on
April 6, 2019, on Wheeler Lake in Alabama.
add his tournament experience to the
committee. Harrison is also providing his
tournament scales and weigh-in system
to the effort.
“The tournament will be conducted by
the rules committee,” said Folsom. “They
will ensure that no rules are broken, make
decisions on tiebreakers, and handle any
complaints.”
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CHICK FIGHT 2019

Focused planning and aggressive
outreach have resulted in more than 45 Ann White has joined in the Chick Fight
sponsors for the April 6, 2019 event.
effort as co-tournament director.
Several sponsors have added cash
bonuses to the payout schedule for
the highest placing teams using their as the location for the first Chick Fight
products during the tournament. A list of just seemed to be the natural thing to do
those bonuses can be found on the Chick as planning developed.
Fight Facebook page.
“Every time I go to an out of town
tournament, I meet people from other
Why Wheeler
states,” explained Melinda. “We get to
Choosing Wheeler Lake in Alabama talking about where we fish back at home.
Once Bryan and I tell them that the trail
we follow is based on Lake Wheeler they
“…tournament will give women always say it’s on their catfishing bucket
catfish anglers a platform to list.”
“Everyone wants to catch a fish of a
demonstrate their skills and enjoy
lifetime,”
continued Folsom. “Wheeler
the competition...”
is a place where that’s possible just by
putting bait in the water.”
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The Third Person Rule
There is one option in the tournament
rules that allow a man on the boat.
Melinda had a lot of questions about
this rule and wants to be sure people
understand how it works. It is intended
to give more women the opportunity to
participate.
“The Third Person Rule allows for
a man to be on the boat,” explained
Melinda. “If there is a man on the boat
his only purpose is to act as a chauffeur
to the team. He cannot fish, touch tackle,
help net, touch fish or offer guidance or
advice.”
The third person rule also provides a
driver for the weigh-in which will speed
things up and be better for the fish.
Long Term Goals
Melinda and her cohorts are wading
into uncharted waters. Observing how
the sport of catfishing responds to it will
help determine the future of the event.
“I have heard that there is an all ladies

Chick Fight was present at the Catfish
Conference in Louisville promoting the all
ladies tournament.
trail out there somewhere, but I can’t find
it. I know a few small trails do tournaments
where the lady is the captain for fruit jar
events. But I have not found anything like
what I’m planning for the Chick Fight.”
“Catfishing is not just a sport for men
anymore,” said Folsom. “I hope this
event can reoccur every year and grow
with each new year.”
“Chick Fight has exceeded my
expectations in its inaugural year,”
concluded Folsom. “Ann and I want
to thank every company, person and
participant who has contributed to the
event. We plan for Chick Fight to be an
annual event that will be moved around
to different locations to make it regionally
accessible to all lady anglers. I hope
to announce 2020’s location and date
soon!”
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Epilogue:
As of March 3rd, 40 teams have
registered. Chick Fight is scheduled for
Saturday, April 6, 2019. It will launch out
of First Creek Boat Ramp, Joe Wheeler
State Park, Lake Wheeler, Rogersville
Alabama. Tournament time is 7 am until
3 pm.
Tournament Shirts will be on sale
March 15th. The link will be posted on
the Facebook page and website.
Registration forms and entry can be
found on our website at www.chick-fight.
com. Registration is open until Friday
night at the Captain’s Meeting on April
5th that will be held in the Cafeteria of
Lauderdale County High School at 5 pm.

As the sport of catfishing grows, so grows
women’s participation. This group of
catfishing ladies gathered at the Catfish
Conference to show their enthusiasm for
the sport.

- Ron Presley
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Winter tournaments continue to grow in popularity.

T

he First Annual Reindeer Catfish
Games took place out of Lexington
Riverfront Park, Lexington, Missouri
on December 8. 2018. As the name
implies, a Second Annual tournament
should follow. In fact, that is exactly what
Alex Nagy and Tim Berger have planned.
Nagy is the tournament director for the
Twisted Cat Outdoors catfish tournament
trail and Tim is the tournament director
for All American Catfish Tournaments.
Their trails end in October and with the
growing number of anglers wanting
to fish tournaments the First Annual

Being prepared for winter tournaments with
salt at the ramp can solve some problems
before they appear. The First Annual Catfish
Games had hundreds of pounds of salt on
hand as a precaution.
Catfish Games was created as a winter
tournament. They wanted to bring anglers
together from their own trails as well as
anglers from all over the county.
Winter is traditionally a down time for
tournament action, but other tournaments,
like Winter Blues on Wheeler, have proven
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that anglers will challenge the cold if given
a chance to fish.
Food at tournaments is an attraction in
Because of their own experience on itself. Items like water, coffee, energy drinks,
the Missouri River in the winter, both chips, chili dogs, or pulled pork BBQ, and
directors know that the location is a great deserts go a long way to make for happy
fishery. And, given the caliber of fishing at
anglers.
Lexington, there is a good possibility that
any competitor would have a chance to
catch a personal best while trying to win controlled.
“My concerns always start with safety,”
a tournament.
offered Berger. “But that is probably
true for anyone that does events. River
Planning
One major factor stands out above the conditions are a big factor in angler
rest when conducting a tournament. Savvy safety.”
Berger and his volunteers go on what
catfish anglers who have committed to a
tournament weekend know that they might they call “Ice Watch” for cold weather
have to fish under adverse conditions, tournaments. It happens before their
be it weather or river conditions. They first tournament of the year which occurs
understand that as part of the game. But after the winter freeze and it happened
to a tournament director, angler safety for Catfish Games because the river can
should be a top concern and they must be begin to have ice flows in December.
“During ‘Ice Watch’ we are keeping
ready to make that go or no-go decision.
There are conditions under which an eye on the river to see if it clears,”
events should not be held. Maybe the continued Berger. “If we see ice on the
worst part of this is that weather and Missouri River the week of the event, we
river conditions cannot be planned for or will make the call to reschedule it.”
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Beyond the safety deliberations, there
are many operational factors to consider.
As tournament directors, Berger and Nagy
are always looking for ways to improve
the angler’s experience.
“Our goal is to set up a situation that
will allow anglers to focus on preparation
prior to launch,” said Berger. “And then
making things run smooth for them during
weigh-in.”
That focus on anglers means they
have to check out all the facilities and be
sure they will accommodate the expected
number of boats.
“I want to look at the locations and
ask some obvious questions” instructed
Berger. “How big is the ramp? How easy
is it to get the boat in and out of the water

It was frigid cold, but spirits were high as 70
anglers in 32 boats competed in the 2018
Catfish Games.
and then to the parking? This all has to
be done while other vehicles are trying
to do the same thing. A tight parking lot
will not work for us because we feel it
doesn’t make for a good experience for
our anglers.”
Winter events add another factor—Ice.
At Catfish Games 2018, Berger and Nagy
had hundreds of pounds of salt on hand
as a precaution. That kind of planning
can prevent issues from happening at the
ramp.
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Even though it was tough sledding in the
frigid weather most all the 2018 anglers
committed to return in 2019.
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“Making a fair and safe event for
everyone is key, added Nagy. “You want
to make sure people understand the
dangers of winter fishing. Overall, set up
the rules and stick to them!”
“We also learn from attending or
observing other events,” said Berger.
“Sometimes you learn what not to do and
other times you learn something that you
can add to your own event.”
Observing other events has added the
playing of the National Anthem to Berger’s
All American Catfish Tournaments and
eliminated live well checks.

“…set up a situation that will
allow anglers to focus on
preparation...”
“Seeing how anglers respond at other
events can help improve your own,” said
Berger. “I fished one of Alex’s events
a couple years ago and immediately
incorporated playing the National Anthem
at our events. This year we are moving
away from livewell checks, like other
series are doing, and relying on the
polygraph test for any issues. Every
little adjustment that makes the anglers
experience better, while improving our
efficiencies for running events, is just
worth it.”
Realizing that anglers take a risk and
use valuable time if they stop along the
road for food, they try to remedy that at
the event.
“We want to give the teams a chance
to eat, and drink something at all our
events,” revealed Berger. “That way they
don’t have to stop on the way home,
or if they do, it is something small.
These teams are tired and have a lot of
equipment in their boats. So, stopping on
the way home to get something to eat is
a risk each time. It also makes the trip
home that much longer. So, we try to feed
them, at no extra cost to the anglers, and

it also helps them all socialize with each
other during weigh-ins. It’s something we
have done since day one and so far, it
has been working great for us.”
“I think other tournament directors
across the country could take lessons
from Tim Berger,” concluded tournament
participant, Dave Swearingin. “He goes
above and beyond to make every one of
his tournaments a great experience for all
involved including special prizes for kids.”
“All year long during Tim’s tournaments
he has provided Gatorade, water,
coffee, and hot chocolate,” continued
Swearingin. “He even served biscuits and
gravy before daytime tournaments. Then
after tournaments he usually has chili,
hot dogs, and chips with more drinks. I
love the way he takes care of people and
appreciates the fisherman that come out
to his events.”
Scheduling a tournament on the
Missouri River in December is a roll of
the dice. Anything can happen in terms of
weather and water level. In 2018 the dice
were against them. In the first place the
weather was really cold and secondly the
river was unusually high. Nevertheless,
70 anglers in 32 boats showed up to fish.
That strong showing in 2018, under
sever weather and river conditions,
convinced Nagy and Berger that the
Second Annual Catfish Games should be
produced.
The permits are obtained and the date
has been set for December 7, 2019 for
the Second Annual Catfish Games. Nagy
and Berger will roll the dice again in their
pursuit of giving catfish anglers another
winter fishing opportunity.
“I know you can’t change the water
levels and the weather,” concluded Nagy.
“But you can stay positive and make sure
all anglers have a great time!”
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M

He’s got it bad, but it’s not an addiction.

ac Byrum says he was still wearing
short pants when he first started
fishing. He was lucky enough to be
exposed to both freshwater and saltwater
fishing at the ripe old age of four years
old.
“I was the first grandchild on both sides
of my family,” recalled Byrum. “I had an
uncle on each side who started taking
me fishing. One lived close to a river and
backwaters and the other on the coast of
NC. We used cane poles in the freshwater
and hand lines at the coast. I grew up
fishing the eastern part of North Carolina
fishing creeks and swamps using a cane
pole and a hook my mother made from
safety pins back in the 1950s.”
Byrum says he has a passion for
fishing, but not an addiction. He has
other interests and will not be tempted
to stop doing what he enjoying to go do
something else.
“Because I have other things I like to
do I won’t, at the drop of a hat, stop what
I’m doing, to do something else. If I’m
gardening and see the gulls feeding on
the hybrid bass activity I’m not going to
run off and fish for hybrids.”
“I have three passions,” said Byrum.
“First my wife, then fishing and then
gardening. They are fairly equal in value.
I really don’t know what I would do without
my wife of 46 years. Fishing and gardening
are pretty much equal. They both get me
outdoors; they both allow my mind to be
clear of all external factors. But fishing
allows me to experience more things,
like being with Mother Nature and all her
creatures and other wonders. Fishing also
challenges me to try to figure out what

Day or night, Mac Byrum has a passion
for catching big blues like this 57-pound
trophy. Photo courtesy of Jake Bussolini
the catfish are doing, feeding wise, on the
day I’m drifting for them.”
Over the years he migrated from his
birthplace in Greenville, NC to Lake
Norman and Denver, NC. He says that will
likely be his final resting place. At the age
of 80, he describes himself as a laid-back
type of fisherman who won’t likely stop
fishing until he can no longer walk down
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to the old Lund and get in it, or when the
day comes that he has to call someone
to come down to the dock to help him get
out.
“I am content to catch what I catch
and I’m not disappointed if I don’t catch
a trophy cat each and every time,” said
Byrum. “And, catching large numbers of
fish is no longer my goal.”
“Losing a big one doesn’t bother me
either,” continued Byrum. “But I go back
and relive what just happened and why.
Maybe the hook turned into the bait;
Maybe I was slow to react; Either way,
none of this causes me to kick myself or
feel sorry for myself due to this failure. I
just want to understand what happened.”
People worldwide know Byrum as a
catfisherman. But back in the day, the
80s, 90s, and part of this century, he was
no slouch when it came to striper fishing.
“I won two or three times the money
fishing striper tournament than catfish
tournaments,” recalled Byrum. “I drift fish
for stripers and catfish. So, drift fishing is

CATFISH KIDS

Byrum loves his blue cats and flatheads, but
he doesn’t mind putting a big channel cat in
the boat. Photo courtesy of Jake Bussolini
my specialty.”
Byrum
has
enjoyed
many
accomplishments over the years. He has
a background in teaching Economics at
the Community College level and also
worked as a real estate appraiser and
consultant. He even taught and trained
his associates in real estate appraisal.
Add in a decade of seminars for Bass
Pro, Gander Mountain, and local bait
shops and you wonder how he had time
to do it all.
“My background offered me the skills
to teach others,” offered Byrum. “When I
got into striper fishing the older fishermen
didn’t want to share their knowledge.
Then when I switched to catfishing, I saw
the same thing. So, from that point on, I
decided to share my knowledge with the

32 Catfish NOW March 2019

CATFISH PROFILES IN PASSION – MAC BYRUM

newbies and disclose everything I knew
as it related to fishing.”
Byrum started writing articles to share
what he had learned. One result was “Mac
Byrum’s Catfish University” that he began
on the Brotherhood of Catfishermen
(BOC), a forum on the United States
Catfish Association site. If you check out
the site and click on “Notable Members”
you will find Byrum right there at the top.
Byrum’s fishing experiences instilled
him with a strong sense of conservation.
He has long been a steward of catfish
conservation and general promoter of the
sport. He demonstrated his commitment
through volunteerism. He served as
President of the Carolina Catfish Club for
two years and also served in other official
positions.
“I started to see how some fisherpersons
were abusing our public fisheries,”
recalled Byrum. “I did my part to support
regulations to stop some of this activity.
I have dedicated some of my time and

This is Byrum with his Heart Attack Cat.
Five hours after catching this beast of a
flathead he was in the hospital having a
stent put in an artery.
skills to our profession and don’t regret a
moment of it.”
Byrum’s view of conservation places
the burden directly on the participants
in the sport. He believes sincerely that
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sportsmen have a responsibility to be
involved with protecting our outdoor
resources.
“We should be setting examples and
working with our wildlife folks,” declared
Byrum. “It is our responsibility to see
that laws and regulations are passed to
protect public waters and fisheries.”
“I don’t put people down that keep
their catch and only keep what they need
to feed their family,” said Byrum. “What
I don’t like seeing is someone with a
trophy catfish going from bait shop, to
service station, and elsewhere showing
off their monster and then throwing it in a
dumpster or ditch on the way home. Also,
I don’t believe pay lakes should move fish
from public lakes and rivers to their pond.
According to NC fisheries, the catfish
relocated do not gain weight, but waste
away in the private ponds and die.”
Byrum has always been a tad competitive
in everything he does. One of his favorite
stories reveals that competitive side.
“When I signed up to fish my first

Byrum enjoys catching big fish like this but
enjoys teaching others how to do it more.
catfish tournament in about 2001. I got
a side-handed challenge” stated Byrum.
“The tournament director, who also ran
the striper tournament, said to me, ‘Mac,
you are great striper man, but this group
of river rats will eat your lunch.’”
Well as luck would have it on his first
outing, he caught a 41.25-pound blue cat
on Lake Norman. As of that date, it was
the largest blue catfish that had been
caught on the trail. Byrum and his partner
came in second place overall and won big
fish.
“Afterwards they handed out cash
awards,” recalled Byrum. “The tournament
director, in front of a local TV cameraman,
ask me if I had anything else to add to
the interview that he had just completed. I
said, yes sir. I turned to him in front of the
camera and asked, ‘Who Ate My Lunch!’ I
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remember the cheers and hand clapping
that I got from the group that had gathered
for the weigh-in.”
Another Byrum story related to his
Heart Attack Cat. He was out fishing in
2012 when he caught a trophy blue. He
did not know it at the time, but he was
actually having a heart attack during the
trip. Five hours later he was on the verge of
passing on to that great fishery in the sky.
His blood pressure was at dangerously
low levels. The doctors put a stent in an
artery and he was OK. Luckily, he had no
heart damage. To this day he calls that
fish his Heart Attack Cat!

“…do unto others as you would
have them do unto you.”
In his unpretentious way, he identifies
that mysterious feeling of never knowing
what’s going to bite his bait as the thing
that keeps him coming back for more.
“I love the suspense of not knowing
what’s next,” said Byrum. “Also, I don’t
think about external forces or any type
of problem when I am on the water. As
for the future, I hope my fishing articles,
videos, and my view on conserving our
public fisheries will have an impact on
those that see them.”
“I don’t believe one fisherman should
ever putdown another one, “ concluded
Byrum. “We should do unto others as you
would have them do unto you. We should
all just enjoy all our moments while fishing
or hunting.”

years ago,” recalls Bussolini. “My first
impression was that he was just another
old timer working a part-time job at a
sporting goods store. He gave me a
few short words of wisdom about striper
fishing on Lake Norman.”
“I asked him if he took people out on
fishing charters,” continued Bussolino.
“He said he did but only those people
who were friends of his. He followed
that by indicating that since he and I had
exchanged a few words, I was considered
a friend now and he would be glad to take
me out.”
From that moment Bussolini knew that
he and Byrum had a great deal in common.
He took his first catfishing trip with Mac
and described it as one of his greatest
learning experiences in life.
Bussolini was working as an outdoor
writer when he asked Byrum to co-author
a book about catfishing. He agreed but
only under the condition that Bussolini
did all the writing and Byrum supplied the
knowledge.
“We agreed and together published a
very successful book,” offered Bussolini.
“It is titled “The Catfish Hunters.” To this
day nearly 25 years later, when I need to
know something new about catfishing, I
call Mac and he always has the answer. I
quickly found that he had forgotten more
about catfishing than I ever knew.”
“I have found over the years that Mac
doesn’t say much, but what he does
say contains great wisdom,” concluded
Bussolini. “His knowledge and experience
span a wide range of life’s subjects from
fishing to subjects deep into the human
culture and from birth to death.”

Click on the link to view a video profile
Epilogue: The Catfish Hunters
of Mac Byrum from Dieter Melhorn
Byrum co-authored the book, “The Fishing, presented by Katfish Clothing.
Catfish Hunters,” with Jake Bussolini. A https://youtu.be/vqXRMMqIEXw
friendship developed between the two
anglers after Bussolini met Byrum in a
sporting goods store.
“Mac was one of the first people that
I met when I moved to NC nearly 25
- Ron Presley
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Perseverance through adversity

ournament
anglers
spend
considerable time away from their
homes and families in chase of Mr.
Catfish. While on the road, equipment
breaks, the weather turns rotten and
many other things occur. Through it all,
anglers face triumph and tragedy with
perseverance. Every angler can tell many
“Tales from the Trail,” but we couldn’t
possibly print them all. Therefore, enjoy
reading these sample “cat tales!”
Steve Johnson
Steve Johnson of Stockton, Calif., began
fishing catfish tournaments in 1999. He
usually teams with his son, Joseph. Steve
holds the record for catching the largest
catfish in the annual Clear Lake Catfish
Derby. Steve also guides for catfish and
crappie. Contact him by calling 209-4903747 or sending an email to katfishca@
yahoo.com. Also, check out his Facebook
page.
SJ: Being from California, we have to
travel a long distance for each tournament.
There are always many interesting stories
of adventures and mishaps. The first time
we fished the Monsters on the Ohio in
Kentucky with Denver Zinn really sticks
out. While pre-fishing, we caught some
quality fish including a 40-pound flathead.
That fish made us feel confident.
I normally drive the truck and launch
Denver in the boat. On the night before
the tournament, I stayed in getting last
minute things together. Denver wanted to
hang out with some fellow fishermen and
didn’t return to the room until after 2 a.m.
We needed to get up at 3:30 a.m.
On tournament day, I backed down

Steve Johnson of Stockton, CA travels all over
the nation to fish tournaments. He is shown
here at Winter Blues on Wheeler, 2019.
the ramp as usual to launch the boat. I
watched the boat clear the trailer and
drove up the ramp to park at what seemed
like a quarter mile away. Denver was
supposed to pick me up at the bulkhead.
But with 192 boats floating in the dark,
Denver was nowhere in sight.
Eventually, I spotted him standing
waist deep in water holding the boat off
the rocks next to the ramp. There were
three-foot rollers crashing in on him from
the wind and a cold front that came in
overnight. Nobody wanted to help him or
get wet.
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I called out to Denver and he yelled
back, “I forgot the boat keys in the truck!”
I ran the quarter mile up to the truck and
back to fetch the keys. When I returned,
I throw the keys to Denver, who was
still in the water shivering. He needed
to drive back to the hotel to change into
dry clothes. The delay meant we would
miss the blast-off and maybe a chance of
losing our planned starting fishing spot.
After the national anthem, he drove
back to the hotel while I held the boat.
We finally got to our first fishing spot and
fortunately, no one was there! Within 10
minutes, we called “fish on!” We finished
with a 30-pound flathead, the second
largest flathead and seventh largest
catfish caught during the tournament.
A hectic morning turned out to be an
awesome day!
Eddie White
Eddie White of Broadview, Mont., began
tournament fishing about six years ago.
He won back-to-back Angler of the Year
and the Montana State Championship

After a tough day one, Team White borrowed
a huge foam cowboy hat from a friend to help
change their outlook and have some fun.
The result was a spectacular day of fishing.
titles. Also a guide, he normally fishes
the Yellowstone River, Tongue River
Reservoir, Big Horn Reservoir or Fort Peck
Lake with his wife Ann and son Spencer.
To book trips, call 406-696-1281 or send
an email to eddiewhiteoutdoors@outlook.
com. Also, see his Facebook page.
EW: Every year my wife Ann, son
Spencer, and I fish the Scheels Boundary
Battle in Grand Forks, N.D. In the 2018
tournament, we found some fish prefishing, so we felt good about our plan.
Then, it turned into one of those days we
want to forget.
On tournament day, finding biting fish
was next to impossible and we missed
every fish that did bite. We lost two rod
holders to trees and suffered more broken
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lines, snapped off rigs and snags than
normal. That led to my frustration, which
resulted in the uttering of numerous words
unfit to print!
My wife was irritated and my son
discouraged. For the first time ever, we
zeroed in a tournament. When fishing for
money, it’s very easy to forget that we are
also supposed to be having fun. Before
hitting the ramp on day two, we borrowed
a huge foam cowboy hat from our friends,
Troy and Ken of Whisker Seeker Tackle
(whiskerseeker.com).
With the hat on, our mood changed
as we left the ramp. At our first stop, we
missed yet another fish. I thought, “Here
we go again!” Moving to our second stop,
Spencer almost immediately whacked a
15-pounder while wearing the hat. A few
stops later, I was wearing the hat when a
rod doubled over. The fight was on and we
landed another quality fish. We now had
our two “over” fish and needed to hunt for
“slot” fish.

Melinda and Bryan Folsom use tournament
fishing as a time to relax. This photo was
taken in Memphis, TN where they traveled
to fish Mississippi River monsters.
Spot hopping, we consistently caught
2- to 3-pound fish. Making a difficult
decision, we threw them back and crossed
our fingers for something bigger.
Bam! Ann reeled in a fat and round
fish just under the 24-inch limit. Without
even weighing it, we ran to the weigh
station. Each member of our team landed
a significant fish that day and we took
home three checks. We won biggest slot
fish; biggest overall weight; and the “Hard
Charger” award given to the team that
made the biggest jump from day one to
day two.
Although we were ready to give up
after day one, we changed our outlook,
changed our plan, and it paid off. We
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never gave up and hung tough as a family chance that something could go wrong.
as well as a team!
Luckily, thanks to modern technology,
we can message and spend facetime
with our girls. Our 9-year old, Emily, uses
her tablet to keep up with us whenever
Tournament anglers gain many
we travel and check how we’re doing in
experiences as they travel
the tournament. To know they are both at
home rooting for us is the best feeling in
the world!
Melinda Folsom
A stay-at-home mother, Melinda Folsom
of Cedartown, Ga., fishes tournaments
with her husband Bryan when not looking
after her two daughters, ages 9 and 5. As
the Backwoods Catters, Melinda and her
husband fish the Hold’em Hook Trail of
northern Alabama, but have fished many
other trails and waters. This year, she will
direct the Chick Fight, (chick-fight.com)
the first ladies-only catfish tournament at
Lake Wheeler in Rogersville Ala. Look for
her on Facebook.
MF: I am a wife, mother and tournament
angler. My roles go in that exact order.
Many things can happen in my first two
roles that can delay or stop me from
competing. Time with my family is a
blessing, but time on the water is my
relaxation time, even when we are crazy
busy catching fish!
The best thing about fishing tournaments
is traveling all over the country to fish
events and meeting people who love to
fish. Catfish anglers are the best because
they are always nice and willing to help
fellow anglers.
Traveling throughout the year can be
extremely difficult. Hitting the road to
fish tournaments means we must leave
our girls with their grandparents. On the
bright side, occasional time apart is good
for my girls and me.
I am truly blessed to have catfishing as
a hobby that Bryan and I can share. Plus,
we enjoy our time together on the road and
in the boat. However, traveling across the
country to fish new and unknown waters
can be dangerous. There is always a
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Why We Catfish

A Guest Editorial by Keith Parks

Stinky start with a slimy finish

I

have always loved catfishing and learning
about these magnificent slimy creatures.
I can remember as a child watching a
catfishing show on T.V where they were using
an old-school cheeses dip bait called “Bills
Stink Bait.” I begged my mother to take me
to the store to get me a tub of this awesome
cheesy, stinky, and greasy glob of greatness.
Mom agreed and took me to the store and
then she drove me down to the lake. After
getting the stink all over myself, and my mom,
I cast out and caught several channel catfish.
Well, that’s all it took and I was surely hooked
on catfishing.
Times have changed as I learned more and
more about catfishing. First, I started using
livers, chicken hearts, and dough baits. I was
still catching some nice cats, but they were all
small and of course, I wanted that BIG catfish

Parks made it a point to learn about
catfishing. Now he catches trophy catfish
like this on a regular basis.
on the end of my line.
As I learned more about catfishing, cut
bait became my bait of choice. Bait like
shad, perch, carp, even drum seems to work
wonders for me. As I continued to read about
trophy catfish, I upgraded my tackle to heavier
rods, stronger line, and larger offset hooks.
I can remember catching my first trophy
monster catfish just like it was yesterday.
The adrenaline pumping, my knees shaking,
and my hands and feet going numb from the
excitement.
I can see that same thing happening to
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my customers when I put them on one of
these hard hittin’ cats. I had a customer just
two weeks ago fight a big blue for about 15
minutes. The fish just would not come up. I
honestly thought the guy was going to pass
out from excitement. We landed the beast and
the guy came over and gave me a rib-crushing
hug and said, “What a rush man.” It was a real
moment that told me why I love hunting trophy
catfish.
Sometimes we hang two or three at a time
and tangle up everything on the boat. Even
though it might be a pain to re-rig it’s an
awesome experience to sit back for a moment
and soak in all that had just happened. Of
course, fishing is fishing but when it’s catching
that’s what makes it so much of a pay off for
all the hard work, time, and expense related to
catfishing in general.
The most important thing about catfishing
is just letting the week’s worries fade away
and enjoying the time with friends and family.
No matter if you are on a pond, lake, or river,

Putting his clients on fish like this 54-pound
Tawakoni blue is part of why he loves to
chase trophy cats.
keep some small ones for the fryer to enjoy
when you get home. Finally, practice Catch
Photo Release (CPR) on the big ones and feel
blessed for your opportunity to catfish.
Epilogue:
Fifty-one-year-old Keith Parks has used his
passion for catfishing to create a full-time guide
service called “Messin’ with the Fish.” It is not
that unusual to put his clients on hundreds
of pounds of catfish in a single day ranging
from 35 to 72 pounds. He operates his charter
service on Lake Tawakoni, the catfish capital
of Texas.
Parks can be reached through his website
at www.messinwiththefish.com
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- Keith Parks

Tournament
Tournament Results
Results

FEBRUARY 16th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
SWIFT CREEK

Hugh,Rose, Timothy Thompson
Buford Rutledge Kyle Williamson
Joey Pounders/Brad Box
Robin East
Brian Taylor/Gary Richey

39.5
20.2
15.15
14.5
13.12

BIG FISH
1. Hugh,Rose, Timothy Thompson

FEBRUARY 16th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

29.8

CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
SANTEE COOPER

Ronnie Hughes/Johnny Jones
John Terry/Shane/Owenby
Jim Page/Richard Tucker
Eric Jenkins/Jenkins Marya
Kenneth Luttrell/Sam Schramm

119.9
115.3
111.34
110.8
100.04

BIG FISH
1. Ronnie Hughes/Johnny Jones

FEBRUARY 16th

76.86

WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
MUD ISLAND

1. Allen Houston/Rick Baker
2. Chris Peyton/Mike Conrad
3. Jeff Kirkpatrick/Justin Russell

66.19
36.76
35.62

BIG FISH
1. Allen Houston/Rick Baker

FEBRUARY 24th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

30.04

FISHIN BLUES
LAKE ELLSWORTH

Richard Wilmeth
Kyli Baldwin
Chris Baldwin
Austin Jamison
Tom Orr

44.05
39.1
26.02
25.12
16.14
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Tournament Results
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB

MARCH 2nd

FISHINGS CREEK

1. Jacob Williams/Frank Wilson/Lee Cowan
2. Steve Whitley/Shane Owenby/Tyler Painter
3. Clay Henderson/Jason Henderson/Jason Wolfe
4. Ron Carden/Bill Carden/Todd Hendrix/Cade Hendrix
5. Sam Williams III/Amy Williams/Sam Williams IV

75.7
55.4
48.7
47.25
41.65

BIG FISH
1. Sam Williams III/Amy Williams/Sam Williams IV

MARCH 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

39.1

KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
LAKE TAWAKONI

Justin Neece/John Jamison
Wade McMillan/Wesley Mann
Josh Smith/Brandon Kennedy
Mickey Casey/Kelly Lowman
Steve Jones/Travis Brown

159.08
128.58
127.78
122.56
105.8

BIG FISH
1. Justin Neece/John Jamison

MARCH 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

72.44

CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACKS
LAY LAKE

Team Yammer
Alabama Catfish Series
Blair/Richardson
No Fishing Pollywog
Team Livingston

64.25
61.05
27.25
26
8.25

BIG FISH
1. Alabama Catfish Series

MARCH 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

45.85

INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TANNERS CREEK

Jack Hite/Joey Meadows
Todd Gentry/David Rakes
Adam Dehner/Clyde Caldwell
Willie Smith/Mike McDonald
James Holcomb/Jeffrey Mitchner

81.9
67.1
66.9
63.5
59.4

BIG FISH
1. Adam Dehner/Clyde Caldwell

38
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Tournament Results
M&J CATFISH WAR

MARCH 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

LAKE ANDREW

Dan Laube/Jon
Seth Alday
Phillip Peterman/Joshua/Nathan
Ronnie Dixon
Matt Gillis/Jaush Gillis

110.34
98.3
87
79.56
70.03

BIG FISH
1. Tiff Thompson

45.42

OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB

MARCH 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

HOPEWELL MARINA

Kenneth Bennett/John Pappas
Howard Staton/Chris Krammes/Chris Purvis
Trey Thorpe/Zebco Rick
Todd Glidewell/Trevor Morgan
Bruce Conner/Chris Caldwell

95.18
86.27
80.26
75.83
71.64

BIG FISH
1. Kenneth Bennett/John Pappas

66.74

TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB

MARCH 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

NICKAJACK

Ryan Lawrence/Tiffany Reed-Lawrence
Alan Short/Natasha Short
Josh Brown/Trevor Nederhoff
Michael/Dakota/Cain Gentry
Fonzie Malaikham/Greg Birchfield

113.7
110.18
60.3
50.88
29.66

BIG FISH
1. Alan Short/Natasha Short

66.52

TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS

MARCH 10th

COLUMBIA BOTTOMS

1. Dan Alewell/Jim Bishop/Jim McGowan
2. Phillip Johnson/Tyler Sapp/Adam Hart
3. Ricky Sjurset/Dominic Valfre
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71.31
60.26
33.13

CATFISH CALENDAR
(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
APR
APR
APR
APR
APR

16th
16th
16th
16th
16th
16th
16th
16th
16th
23rd
23rd - 24th
23rd - 24th
24th
30th
30th
30th
30th
6th
6th
6th
6th
6th

ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH MAFIA TOURNAMENT SERIES
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
FLATHEAD BLUES
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
FISHN BLUES
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATFISH
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
SOUTH WEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
FLATHEAD BLUES
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
KERR LAKE MADDKATTERS

CLIFFS LANDING
KAW POINT 2
WHEELER LAKE
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER/GOLDSBORO
WHITNEY
OLD CC ROAD CUMBERLAND CITY TN
HOOVER RESERVOIR
PORT OF HELENA
TANNERS CREEK
SAFETY HARBOR/WILSON LAKE
ELLSWORTH
LEAVENWORTH
GLASGOW
MILFORD LAKE
ROCKY FORK LAKE
NAPLES
PICKWICK
CUMBERLAND RIVER (Old Hickory lake)
PERRY LAKE
HOOVER RESERVOIR
TURTLE CREEK
KERR LAKE

SERIES
CLUB
TRAIL
SERIES/DAY
TRAIL
CLUB
CLUB
TRAIL
CLUB
TRAIL
CLUB
OPEN
CLUB/DAY
TRAIL
CLUB
DAY
CLUB
TRAIL
SERIES
CLUB
OPEN
DAY

APR
APR
APR

6th
6th
7th

SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
CHICK FIGHT (LADIES ONLY)
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS

LAKE WATEREE
LAKE WHEELER
LAKE OF THE OZARKS

CLUB
DAY
CLUB
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CATFISH CLUBS

Corrections or additions contact us at catfishnow.com
CLUB

Link

ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CATFISH CONFERENCE
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
CATFISH MAFIA
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
CHICK FIGHT
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
FISHIN BLUES
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
GET-N-HOOKED
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
ICATS
INDIANA CATFISH
J.K.V. CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
KERR LAKE MADKATTERS
M&J CATFISH WAR
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE CATFISH TOURNAMENT
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MO RIVER CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TNT CATFISHING
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
TRI STATE KATS
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TUG-N-JUGS
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS

FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
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Let em’ go
Let em’grow
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