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Front Cover:
Lady catfish anglers like
Joanna Renee like big
flatties too. Read her story
in this month’s issue.
(Joanna Renee Photo)

Catfish Connections
This
Ju ly
issu e
of
C a t f i s h No w
is
our
th ir d
i s s u e de vo te d to la d ie s in
t h e s p or t o f ca tfish in g . Ea ch
y e a r m o r e wo m e n e n te r th e
s p o r t i n va r io u s wa ys. M a n y
h a v e j oin e d h u sb a n d s a n d
s i g n i f i c an t o th e r to to u r n a m e n t
f i s h ; S o m e h a ve a d o p te d th e
s p o r t f o r th e fu n a n d r e la xa tio n
i t p r o vid e s; Oth e r s h a ve
e n t e r e d th e su p p ly sid e o f th e
s p o r t with b u sin e ss o ffe r in g s
a i m e d a t th e ca tfish co m m u n ity.
R e g a r d le ss o f th e r e a so n s th e y a d o p te d the sport,
t h e y a r e we lco m e a n d n e e d e d . I e xp e ct that w omen
w i l l b e a sig n ifica te r e a so n fo r fu tu r e g r ow th as they
g i v e t h e sp o r t th e ir sta m p o f a p p r o va l a nd add thei r
i d e a s t o th e co n ve r sa tio n .
M a y o f 2 0 1 9 o ffe r e d th e fir st e ve r ca tfish tournament
a i m e d a t th e la d ie s. T h e in a u g u r a l to u r nament, the
c r e a t i o n o f M e lin d a F o lso m , wa s a h u g e hi t and i s
w r i t t e n a b o u t m o r e in th is issu e .
A f e a tu r e b y An ie tr a Ha m p e r b r e a ks dow n the
s c i e n c e b e h in d so m e o f th e th in g s th a t make men
a n d w o me n d iffe r e n t wh e n it co m e s to ca tfi shi ng and
h i g h l i g h ts th e ta ke a wa ys th a t ca n b e n e fit both sexes.
T h e i s su e in clu d e s th e n o r m a l co lu m n s of vi deo ti ps
a n d c a t fish b a sics th a t a r e a im e d a t h e lpi ng angl ers
c a t c h mo r e ca tfish a n d th e y a ll co m e fr o m w omen.
A s a l wa ys, I wish to th a n k th e g r e a t sponsors that
s u p p o r t u s. It is b e ca u se o f th e m th a t we are abl e to
o ff e r t h e co n te n ts o f CF N to o u r r e a d e r s fr ee of charge.
I h o p e yo u will h e lp m e th a n k th e m b y consi deri ng
t h e i r p r o d u cts wh e n yo u a r e in th e m a r ke t for catfi sh
s u p p l i e s.
We a r e e xtr e m e ly p le a se d to b r in g yo u thi s month’s
c o l l e c t i on o f ca tfish r e la te d co n te n t a n d ask you to
s h a r e t his issu e with yo u r fr ie n d s, r e la tive s, and other
c a t f i s h e n th u sia sts. By d o in g so yo u ju st mi ght hel p
t h e m c a tch m o r e Ca tfish No w.
F i s h w i th p a ssio n ,
R o n P r esle y, Ed ito r
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by Ron Presley

Random memories from the first all-women catfishing tournament.

F

orty-Five teams of all women anglers
traveled from 18 states to compete
on Lake Wheeler at Joe Wheeler
State Park, Rogersville, AL. The April 6,
2019 Chick Fight event launched out of
First Creek Boat Ramp as the first of its
kind, all women catfish tournament.
Spirits were high and a good time
was had by all as the ladies took to the
water. The rules did allow a male on
the boat, but only for driving the boat
and handling the trolling motor. The
female anglers did all the fishing. The
tournament produced a lot of first-time
achievements for many of the anglers
as they admitted to learning many new

Co-directors Melinda Folsom and Ann White
prepare to duke it out in a spirit of friendly
competition at the captains meeting.
skills.
“Chick Fight was great,” reported
Julie Lovelace. “I took a few days off
work to team up with Erin Dobbs and
do a little catfishing. Everyone has their
own fishing style, but I learned so much
from the past few days.”
“The bite was rough,” continued
Julie. We suspended, dragged forwards,
dragged backwards, dragged sideways,
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LOOKING BACK AT CHICK FIGHT

used planer boards, spot-locked, and
changed bait every hour. I know we were
in the right place to catch fish because
we marked fish and I had to re-do my
lines 7 times from getting hung up in
structure!”
“Erin and I came in 20th out of 45
boats,” concluded Julie. “We had a
blast! Congratulations to all the winners
and kudos to all of the women that were
a part of this inaugural Chick Fight
tournament.”
Joanna Reene and Amy Starnes
partnered up for the Chick Fight having
never known each other before. They
fished similar styles back home so they
planned their strategy together and
carried it out.
Chick Fight was the first time I
captained the boat during a tournament,”
revealed Joanna. “And it was the first time

Registration went smoothly with all the
teams receiving goodie bags and later
winning door prizes.
my partner fished without her boyfriend.
We spent the whole day laughing and
telling stories.”
“The experience was less stressful
with no man on the boat,” continued
Joanna. “Because the man is typically
the captain and most have a hard time
stepping aside and letting us women
make decisions or figure things out on
our own. After it was just her and I on
the boat it was like a giant weight was
lifted and we were more relaxed and
had a blast.”
“I love that Chick Fight is bringing
women together and showing men that we
can do more than they think,” concluded
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LOOKING BACK AT CHICK FIGHT

Joanna. “They just need to trust us a
little. I hope next year more women will
take the reins and try catfishing on their
own.”
“I had the best time fishing the
inaugural Chick Fight Tournament,”
commented Lisa Hill. “There were several
“firsts” for me on this trip to Wheeler
Lake in Alabama. It was my first time as
the team captain in a large tournament;
it was the first time to race out as the
driver at the start of the tournament with
45 other boats; and, it was the first time
to run my boat at top speed.”
Shannelle Kline from Indiana also
claimed many first-time achievements
at the Chick Fight tournament. She was
one of several mother/daughter teams.
She fished with her daughter Kaitlyn
and had nothing but praise for the
tournament.
“This weekend was an absolutely

Team pictures were popular at the captains
meeting.
amazing experience for Kaitlyn and
myself,”
reported
Shannelle.
“We
accomplished so many things for the
first time.”
Those firsts for Shannelle and Kaitlyn
were firsts for other lady anglers too
and one of the reasons that Chick Fight
was good for the sport of catfishing.
They included backing a trailer down
with others coming in and out the ramp;
grabbing the bait right out of the cooler;
cutting up bait; baiting hooks; casting
(and fixing bird nests after casts did not
go so well); fixing lines that got snagged;
and more.
“It was so much fun reeling, netting,
and holding a beautiful blue cat with NO
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LOOKING BACK AT CHICK FIGHT

gloves needed,” continued Shannelle.
“Chick Fight was a weekend that we are
both so glad we decided to go out on
a limb and give it a shot. We went into
this tournament with the determination
to at least catch one fish. We didn’t care
about the size or weight, we just wanted
to get our name on the board and that
we did! And Kaitlyn reeled in her new
PB 34.65-pound blue cat which landed
us a 10th place finish out of 45 boats.”
“Kaitlyn and I would like to give a
shout out to everyone that worked to put
this tournament together,” concluded
Shannelle. “And to all those others
that supported and/or volunteered to
help make this happen for all of us lady
catfishers!”
Stories
similar
to
Lisa’s
and
Shannelle’s were told by many of the
participants regardless of the tough bite

Team RigRap fished in memory of lady
catfishing pioneer, Lynn Lang. It was a fitting
tribute to Lynn when they won the event.
they experienced. Fishing conditions
were not the best but that did not prevent
the lady anglers from giving it their all
and having a good time.
“It was one of the worst days in the
history of Wheeler,” joked co-director
Ann White. “There was no current and
a 10-degree temperature rise overnight!
But we had teams who knew how to
catch fish and we are thrilled for them.”
Tyra
Eger-Williams
and
her
stepdaughter, Kate Walton was one of
those teams that scored big. Fishing
under the name of Team OUTTA LINE,
Tyra and Kate made the long drive from
Tiffin, Ohio to help make history. Their
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LOOKING BACK AT CHICK FIGHT

reward was catching the biggest fish of
the tournament at 56.49 pounds.
Tyra and Kate also claimed the fifth
spot in the tournament with a total
weight of 63.68 pounds. That prize was
their own sponsor ’s rod rack which they
donated to the second big fish winners,
Tammy Strouth and Nina Johnson.
“I still can’t believe it!” said Tyra the
week after Chick Fight. “It’s been over
a week since Kate and I brought in the
big fish at Chick Fight. That was only
Kate’s third time catfishing. I prayed to

“We

accomplished so many
things for the first time.”

just make it to weigh-in. And to bring in
the biggest fish—well, I’m still in shock!”
“It was nail-biting,” concluded Tyra.
“We were the first boat to weigh in and
had to wait and see where we ended
up. We’ll plan on making the drive from
Ohio next year to wherever Melinda and
Ann decide Chick Fight 2020 is going to
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LOOKING BACK AT CHICK FIGHT

be held.”
At the 2019 Catfish Conference Tim
“Doc” Lange donated an entry to Chick
Fight in honor of his wife Lynn Lange,
a pioneer lady catfish angler. Nikki
Ishcomer Pearson won the entry. That
entry became the basis for the Catfish
Weekly Team RigRap composed of Nikki
and Hannah Ishcomer and Cindy Stokes
who went on to win the event.
“We stuck it out till quitting time and
it paid off,” concluded Nikki. “I really
enjoyed myself, I will return next year
if it doesn’t interfere with Cabela’s trail.
As always, the Catfishing Christians
give GOD the glory for the fish that was
put in the boat.”
Cye Duley Pierce teamed up with
Rose Thompson to fish the Chick Fight.
Their skills and dedication landed them a
second-place finish. Cye was recovering
from a recent illness and hospital stay
and the tournament served as healing
therapy for her.
“Fishing the Chick Fight gave me
the motivation I needed to keep going
and working towards a goal after my
hospitalization,” revealed Cye. “I couldn’t
have done it without several people. But
I want to specifically thank my husband,
Rose Thompson, Hugh Thompson, and
our sponsor, B’n’M Poles.”

In the end it was all about being on the water
and catching fish.
Final Thoughts
These are just a few of the many
memories made at Chick Fight. The skill
levels ranged from “never fished before”
to “qualified tournament anglers.” Now
they are all tournament anglers with
a vision for the future that will likely
include more catfishing. The most
relevant recollections relate to skills
they were able to learn and practice.
The most satisfying recollection was the
independence of doing it on their own.
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- Ron Presley

CATFISH BASICS

Catfish Basics #067

Prep for Success
Anietra Hamper, Three Word Press

I don’t really fit the mold of your typical female catfish angler so
people often misjudge me from first appearances. Rest assured
that my grandpa had me digging my own nightcrawlers by the
age of four and my reward was going fishing with him—so I’m
the real deal. I bait my own hooks. Catch my own fish. And I
usually out-fish the boys because I’m committed.
I don’t have a boat, so preparation before the trip is essential
to be successful. A small commitment of time before you bait that
hook can make the day what you want it to be.
Without the mobility of a boat, your approach to bank fishing
for catfish has to be strategic. Prepping by analyzing a topography map of the waterway
you are fishing (available from most state department of natural resources websites) can
maximize your time and opportunity.
Look for peninsulas that intersect with channels and main waterways where there is
a change in the current and a varied bank structure. Study the curves and depths of the
location to determine your tackle and bait and then chart out at least two locations. If the
bite is not happening in one spot you have a backup game plan in place.
Note: Anietra Hamper is an award-winning published travel writer and photographer. See
her feature article in this issue on 5 Things Men Can Learn from Female Anglers. Check out
her passion for fishing and outdoor adventure on her website at www.threewordpress.com.
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HOW TO?

B’n’M How-to Video:
Safety First
with Janet Fox
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Catfish Gear #018 — Angler Driven Rods and Accessories – B’n’M Poles

B

’n’M knows rods. They should,
since they have been building
Brandy Atkins is shown here with a 62-pound
them for more than 70 years.
blue she caught on the Chattahoochee
The design staff stay current with what
River. She loves her B’n’M rods.
anglers want by communicating with
a carefully developed pro-staff who
advises the company on how to build
rods that help everyday catfishermen and in widespread use in spinning
and casting models. The two-piece
catch more catfish.
The original Silver Cat is still available construction remains popular among
anglers that want to take their rods
12 Catfish NOW July 2019
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down for storage. These 100 percent
fiberglass rods provide sensitivity for
bite detection and a glow in the dark tip
to help see those night bites. They are
built with ceramic insert guides and are
designed for 15- to 30-pound line.
The Silver Cat Magnum is built on a
90% carbon, 10% fiberglass blend to
provide sensitively and extra backbone
for trophy catfish anglers. The magnum
series retains the two-piece construction
and ceramic insert guides for smooth
line flow. They come in a 10-foot model
for when those longer casts are needed.
As bumping became a favorite method
of catching big cats by river fishermen,
B’n’M went to the pro-staff for advice on
what kind of rod was needed. The result
is the Silver Cat Magnum Pro-Staff
Bumping Rod. There is only one model
and that’s all you need. It went through
several versions in the developmental
stage and the result is a top-notch
bumping rod used by many top pros.
This rod has a stiffer blank than the
original and is fitted with stainless steel
guides and tip. It is built with sensitivity
in mind and designed to battle the
swifter current and those big catfish that
bumping produces.
B’n’M prostaff angler, Brandy Atkins
describes B’n’M poles as dependable
and durable. She not only uses them for
catfish, but she also takes them when
she fishes the salt with great results on
big ocean fish.
“Whether in the river or the ocean I
can always count on my B’n’M rods,”
said Brandy. They are very well balanced
and sensitive. I can feel the fish, small
or big. They are particularly amazing
with big catfish. They load up beautifully
and have great flexibility. They easily
handled my personal best 85-pound
blue cat.”
The newest B’n’M rod is the 7.5-foot
one-piece Silver Cat Elite. The new Elite
is designed specifically for suspended
drifting and anchoring. This type of
fishing requires a rod with power and the
Elite’s non-parabolic action provides it.

Cad Daly is holding the B’n’M Silver Cat
Elite on Wheeler Lake in Alabama where
he provided his boat as a media boat for the
Chick Fight.
It has a stiff backbone, but with a fast
tip to see bites easily.
The Silver Cat Elite features a doublenut locking reel seat, Hi-vis tip, and a
high-quality X-Grip handle that looks
good and provides extra grip.
Brandy was using the Silver Cat Elite
during the Winter Blues on Wheeler
tournament in 2019.
“We caught a 66 and a 68 on the
Elite,” recalled Brandy. “They performed
wonderfully. They load up from the tip to
the center and result in a good hookset.
The balance is uniform throughout the
rod, they perform beautifully!”
Where ever fishing takes you, B’n’M has
been there. For information on B’n’M
Catfish Tackle visit the website at www.
bnmpoles.com or call at 1-800-6476363. How-to videos and how-to articles
are available on their website where
you can download a current catalog
that includes the complete selection of
products. Remember, they also offer
replacement parts, just give them a call.
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by Richard Simms

Admittedly introduced to catfishing by the men in their lives, these two
women have taken it to the next level.

P

ay a visit to Jenny Simpson’s
Facebook page and one of the first
things you may notice is the hashtag,
#NoManNeeded. The second thing you
will notice is a picture of she and her
sister-in-law, Britteny Jackson, struggling
to hold up a pair of monster blue cats.
“I am a trophy catfisher,” said Simpson.
“I can catch 20 and 30-pounders all day
long, but when that big 50-plus comes
along, there is no other feeling like it.”
Simpson owns the Double D Bait &
Tackle shop in Dickson, Tenn. with her
husband, Clay Crafton. He is the man
who introduced her to serious catfishing
about five years ago.
“I had always fished with my dad and

(l-r) Jenny Simpson and her sister-in-law,
Britteny Jackson, go by the name “Whisker
Sisters,” but they have also been dubbed
“Queens of the Cumberland” after winning
a catfish tournament against their all-male
competitors. (Submitted Photo)
uncles growing up,” she said. “However,
their version of catfishing and the version
I was introduced to in 2014 are completely
different. My catfishing addiction really
started after I caught my first big catfish
in May 2015.”
She and her husband launched their tiny
14-foot V-bottom on the Cumberland River
that night and anchored down on a 60-
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TENNESSEE CATWOMEN

foot hole. One rod went out and Simpson
began readying the second rod when she
saw the first rod twist sideways. Thinking
she had simply kicked it accidentally, she
picked it up to reset it when suddenly the
drag began to scream.
“I cranked down on it and the fight was
on,” said Simpson. “I was scared and
anxious, especially when I caught sight
of it. It looked as big as our boat. I had
never been more scared in my life.”
She said it was a major effort to finally
net the fish and swing it into the small
boat. The huge blue pulled the scales to
64 pounds.
“That was the biggest fish I had ever
seen in my life,” she said. “I was so scared

(l-r) Britteny Jackson and Jenny Simpson team
up to show off a big blue. (Submitted Photo)
I wouldn’t even hold it. But that moment is
when my catfishing addiction began, and
it’s only gotten worse.”
It is a similar story for Amy Starnes, a
dental assistant from Fall Branch, Tenn.
Her boyfriend, Eric Williams, introduced
her to catfishing about three years ago
when they first started dating.
“I was raised on a farm. I’m a country
girl so I was interested in going,” said
Starnes. “Our first trip was horrible. It was
miserably hot and we only caught one
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TENNESSEE CATWOMEN

fish. But all it took was catching that first
catfish and I was hooked.”
She said her addiction got worse on a
trip to Watts Bar Lake.
“Eric and I had been fishing all night
and weren’t catching much,” she said.
“But as the sun came up we got a good
run. He told me to grab the rod because
‘it was just a striper.’ Of course he knew
it wasn’t.”
Starnes said she was awed by the power
of the fish. She worked it underneath the
boat but couldn’t coax it off the bottom.

Amy Starnes shows off her “personal
best” catfish to-date, a beautiful 47-pound
flathead. (Submitted Photo)
“I was still new to catfishing so I didn’t
know how,” she said. “Eric had to help me
but when he got it up, he handed the rod
back. I finally got it in the boat and it was
the biggest flathead I had ever seen! It
was beautiful.”
At 47 pounds, it remains her personal
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TENNESSEE CATWOMEN
best but she knows she’ll break it someday,
hopefully soon.
Both women have graduated to the
#NoManNeeded category. Both fished in
the first-ever Chick Fight Tournament on
Alabama’s Wheeler Lake earlier this year.
There were 45 teams from 18 states. Most
of the teams included a male “Captain”
on the boat but Starnes said she and her
partner, Joanna Renee, were one of only
eight teams without a man on board.
“We placed eighth overall and we were
the top placing all-female team. But just
finishing that tournament and proving we
could do it was a win to us,” said Starnes,
who is looking forward to next year’s
Chick Fight.
Simpson also fished the Chick Fight

with Jackson. They have declared
themselves the “Whisker Sisters” and
also fish numerous local tournaments.

“Don’t ever think that just because
it’s a “man thing,” that you can’t
make it a “woman thing” as well.”
“We were declared the ‘Queens of the
Cumberland’ when we fished against all
guys and took first place with a 50-pound
flathead and a 45-pound blue as our
two ‘overs.’ We have placed in every
tournament we have fished since we
formed our team.”
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TENNESSEE CATWOMEN
Amy Starnes says, “My advice [for other
women] would be to just get out there and learn
everything you can and have confidence. It is
an awesome feeling knowing you can do it
without a help.” (Submitted Photo)

18 Catfish NOW July 2019

TENNESSEE CATWOMEN
Both women wish that more ladies
would take up the sport and especially
learn how to “go it alone,” fishing without
a male counterpart.
“Don’t ever think that just because it’s
a “man thing,” that you can’t make it a
“woman thing” as well,” said Simpson.
Starnes admits that one impediment
for many women is learning how to hook
up, tow and launch the boat.
“I was a little intimidated going it
alone at first,” said Starnes, sponsored
by Hookers Terminal Tackle. “From my
perspective men do like to take charge
on the boat and micromanage things, so
that makes it difficult to learn to do it by

yourself. My advice would be to just get
out there and learn everything you can
and have confidence. It is an awesome
feeling knowing you can do it without a
help.”
Remember,
#GirlsFishToo
with
#NoManNeeded.
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- Richard Simms

HOW TO?

CFN How-to Video:
Snelling a Circle Hook
with Brooke Mayfield
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Catfish Basics #068

Planer Boards – Tyra Eger-Williams

Tyra Eger-Williams is a lady angler and nurse with a new found
passion for catfishing. She partnered up with her stepdaughter,
Kate Walton, as Team OUTTA LINE to fish the inaugural Chick Fight
tournament on Wheeler Lake. They brought in the biggest fish of the
tournament with a 56.49-pound blue which helped them to finish in 5th
place overall.
Tyra has fished a handful of tournaments before and credits her
husband Craig for what she knows about catfishing.
“I know what I know from my husband,” joked Tyra. “But my favorite way to catfish is
trolling with planer boards. Obviously, that is only if conditions allow.
When trolling I recommend getting your boards way off to the side—as far out as you
can. And don’t reach for the pole as soon as you get a bite. Let those bad boys set the
hook for you!”
Tyra has already planned on making the drive from her home in Ohio to wherever
Chick Fight 2020 will be.
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by Anietra Hamper

The science behind what makes men and women different when it comes to fishing.

I

t’s no secret that the differences in male
and female traits impact every area of
life but do those factors matter when it
comes to fishing? Some expert anglers
like Benji Brown and Marty Clauson think
so.
“Women do tend to catch the bigger fish
on the boat at times,” said Benji Brown,
an avid tournament angler. “Almost every
guy has fished at one point in his life and
knows the basics. Women tend to be more
eager about learning something new and
pay more attention to detail.”
Wisconsin guide Marty Clauson has had
similar experiences with men and women
in his boat.
“My experiences would favor the ladies
for one very important reason—women

Anietra Hamper and brother Shay Hamper
caught this 38-pound blue catfish on Wilson
Lake in Alabama while fishing with Brian
Barton Outdoors.
listen and retain the information that I
provide. Guys start off following instructions
but eventually do it their own way.”
Their perspectives on the subject are
not unique. Ask almost any fishing guide
about the dynamics that play out when
men and women fish together and you will
find similar answers, usually accompanied
by a little laughter, reflecting that women
oftentimes out-fish their male counterparts.
But, is there any validity to it?
Research on the subject is limited but
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5 THINGS

it is not beyond the scope of curiosity as
evidenced by one of the earliest studies
done in 1987 by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. It looks at how men and women
view and participate in outdoor recreation
activities like camping and fishing.
The study reveals that there are more
similarities than differences in the values
and attitudes towards these types of
activities but there is one glaring disparity
between the sexes. Men approach
participation in outdoor recreation the way
that they do team sports, competitively,
whereas women approach it as just
something to do in the same way that they
would engage in cultural or social activities.
So, how each sex views participation in
outdoor activities is altogether different
which translates into how they behave and
perform while doing them.
Utilizing interviews and research
spanning behavioral health, psychology,
biology, physiology and sociology, five
key differences between men and women

Anietra Hamper with a 56-pound blue catfish
she caught on the Ohio River in Kentucky.
emerge when it comes to fishing. These
differences could provide insight into the
quiet observations that fishing guides have
made for years about what plays out when
men and women fish together.
1. Listening
One of the key and notable differences
between men and women as it relates to
fishing is how each listens to instruction.
Women generally pay more attention to the
details like the specific tips a guide gives
about the body of water and the species
they are targeting.
Research conducted at the Indiana
University School of Medicine used brain
scans of both sexes to determine how and
why men and women process language
differently. Men use one side of their brain
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to listen whereas women use both sides of
their brain.
Another body of research by Dr. Michael
Purdy, a renowned scholar in the field of
listening, indicates that women also judge
non-verbal cues more accurately therefore
providing them a deeper understanding of
what is being communicated.
According to the Global Listening Centre,
men and women are equal when it comes
to their ability to listen, but how women
process communication is what makes
them more in tune to the fine details. This
might explain why women tend to more
closely follow instruction from the guide
and why men are more likely to casually
listen as they toss the line into the water.
2. Coping
Shaking off the loss of the big one,
especially after fighting it for 20 minutes is
tough, but coping with that disappointment
is different for men than for women.
Dr. Don Hafer, Administrator of

Hamper is shown here hooked up to one of
her record-breaking Mekong catfish. She
set a female record at Bungsamran Lake
in Thailand by catching 25 Mekong catfish
in a single day. The Mekong cats weighed
between 30 and 75 pounds each.
Behavioral Health at Texas Health
Presbyterian Hospital in Dallas, who is a
psychologist and an angler explains the
disparity in coping from his work with both
sexes in high stress situations. He says
it boils down to the hormone variations of
oxytocin, adrenaline, and cortisol that are
released during periods of stress.
“During stress, men have an increase
in testosterone levels making them more
aggressive when combined with the other
stress hormones,” said Hafer. “Women
have an increase in oxytocin which makes
them want to gather and support.”
The difference in how stress hormones
are released is why men tend to get
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angry and shut down, especially after a
disappointment. Women tend to look at
the problem, evaluate what did not work
and determine what they can do to solve it
the next time.
3. Finesse
Women, by nature, possess a physical
finesse that is not part of a man’s DNA but
how each sex manages the fishing rod,
equipment, and even the fish during high
stress is also influenced by the release of
hormones.

“Women generally pay more
attention to the details…”

by Dr. Richard Wiseman. He researched
intuition and asked males and females to
identify fake smiles versus sincere ones.
Wiseman’s conclusions show that while
men do have intuition, theirs results in
snap decisions based on logic whereas
a woman’s intuition includes the element
of emotion enabling her to evaluate the
situation with more information. That
additional intuitive information allows
women to exercise more patience when it
comes to fishing.
5. Competitive Drive
It is no surprise that men and women
view competition differently. Oftentimes,
women are not competing at all, they are
just participating. For men, competition is
a zero-sum game according to Dr. Quinn
McDonald, a corporate trainer who works
with men and women in competitive
scenarios.
“Men make sure someone else loses
in order to win. Women just want the
high score,” said McDonald. “Women
congratulate each other for being
successful and men tend to tease each
other for messing up.”
A staunch competitive drive is a positive
when it comes to fishing in tournaments,
but for casual outings, a woman’s natural
approach fosters more friendly competition
on the water.

“We solely use circle hooks for
catfishing,” said Benji Brown. “For a circle
hook to work properly you must reel fast
for 3-7 seconds before picking up the
rod. Women tend to listen and reel down
properly as instructed. Many guys have
bass fished in the past and tend to jerk on
the rod, which is one of the worst moves
to make.”
The difference here is that the female
combination of estrogen and oxytocin has a
calming effect whereas the combination of
testosterone and oxytocin in men creates The Takeaway
Applying science to the generalized
an aggressive reaction which impacts how
differences
between men and women when
they handle the rod.
they fish together gives a new perspective
on how the sexes relate to one another
4. Patience
Patience is an attribute that is influenced and more importantly what they can learn
by intuition, but the physiology of the sexes from each other. There’s no doubt that
means that each responds to delayed women anglers learn from men, after all,
most fishing guides are men, but digging
gratification differently.
“Intuition intelligently informs patience. deeper into the quiet observations made
It’ll convey when to have it and if something from guides around the world indicate
is worth working on or waiting for,” said Dr. that men can pick up a few skills from the
Judith Orloff, a psychiatrist and author of women too.
“Emotional Freedom.”
That’s not to say that men do not have
intuition. They do, according to a study
- Anietra Hamper
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High school fishing clubs give youth anglers a chance to compete and enjoy fishing.

F

or most anglers, the passion to fish
begins at an early age with parents,
grandparents, or friends. For some, it
catches hold and becomes a lifetime hobby.
In today’s fast-paced world of keyboards
and screens, fishing sometimes fades
into the background for youth that would
otherwise enjoy it.
The development of high school fishing
clubs sheds a whole new light on the road
ahead. These clubs are creating new

Student anglers LJ Harkless and Jay Shipp
from the Wetumpka, AL team weighed
33.22 pounds during the two-day event to
take top boat honors at the 2019 ASABFA
Classic on Lake Jordan.
anglers and developing the potential to
move the passion for fishing forward into
adulthood.
Up to this point in time the clubs have
been related to bass, but the beginnings
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of clubs for other species is at hand. The
Bass Pro Shops Cabela’s Crappie USA
Trail is in the beginning stages of high
school crappie competitions. They are also
pursuing the idea of high school catfish
events.
Darrell Van Vactor, Operations Manager
for Crappie USA, promotes the development
of high school fishing programs as a means
to create future anglers.
“As tournament organizers wanting to
safeguard the life expectancy of our sport
it is necessary to bring new anglers on
board,” offered Van Vactor. “They will fill
the gap created by those anglers who have
gotten older and slowed down a little from
the busy routine associated with fishing
tournaments.”
“For years we have benefited from the
‘baby boomer’ generation,” explained Van
Vactor. “Now as the boomers retire from
tournament fishing the logical move is to
bring in the younger generation to take

More than 200 boats participated in the
ASABFA Classic out of the outstanding
facilities offered at Lake Jordan.
their place.”
“For fishermen to decide to take up
tournament fishing they first have to feel
confident they can compete. That is where
high school fishing programs come into
play. By offering a playing field that they
can use to learn the sport and gain that
confidence, without having to spend a lot
of money. We hope to see them migrate to
the tournament trails later.”
“Additionally, we are seeing more and
more school systems recognize fishing as
a valuable sport,” concluded Van Vactor.
“We have seen the bass market working
with college and high school programs
for several years now and we wanted to
expand on their success by offering high
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school programs for those who would like
to target crappie as their favorite species
to catch. As our programs expand, we
hope to add catfishing someday as well.”
It was a recent trip to Wetumpka, AL in
Elmore County that opened my eyes to the
magnitude of the high school fishing scene.
More than 200 boats were in town for the
Alabama Student Angler Bass Fishing
Association (ASABFA) Championship.
The folks in Elmore County get it. They
understand the importance of the fishing
programs to the students and the county.
They eagerly support two teams in Elmore
County, one in Wetumpka and one in
Holtville.
“We are proud to support our local
teams and help sponsor this tournament,”
said Cary Cox, Economic Development
Director for Elmore County.” Getting those
kids out on the water is very important to
us. It’s a big deal! We are proud of our two
local teams in Wetumpka and Holtville.”

Lori McKenzie (L) and Liz Johnson are the
fishing coaches at Wetumpka and Holtville
High Schools. They enjoyed having the
Classic in their home waters.
“We have a great fishery and lake here,”
continued Cox. “The high schools use the
fishing program to motivate the students.
They experience camaraderie, teamwork,
competition, and continual learning. The
program motivates them to keep their
grades up because they have to meet
established requirements. Of course, the
students learn fishing skills too, but the
program is much more than the fishing
activity.”
“From a tourism and economic
development perspective the program
and the championship tournament allow
us to showcase Lake Jordan and Elmore
County.”
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“We support youth fishing and we love
our kids and fishing. But the economic
development that comes from this is a
bonus. The participants are eating in our
restaurants, buying fuel at our gas stations
and sleeping in our hotels. It is a win-win
for everybody,” concluded Cox.
First-year coach Lori McKenzie mentors
the Wetumpka High School program with
dedication and enthusiasm.

“…as the boomers retire from
tournament fishing the logical
move is to bring in the younger
generation...”
“I am not a big fisherman, my husband
is,” said Lori. “However, I love going out on
the water and working with the students.
My son is a senior and he has been on the
team for 4 years. All the students love to
be on the water and are on it every chance
they get. We have six students competing
in the state championship and at least one
will be fishing on the collegiate level.”
“Some are always better than others,”
added McKenzie. “It is determination and
practice that make the good ones. We
provide various educational opportunities
to help the student anglers. We have
different people come in and talk to them.
For example, we have had collegiate
coaches come in and make presentations.
They share additional information that we
may not have.”
The Wetumpka team consists of 22
student anglers. They compete against
each other through a points system that
determines who will go to ASABFA state
qualifying tournaments. Twelve students
will qualify based on six local tournaments.
That is a big deal to the students and a
strong motivation for keeping their grades
up so they can compete.
Liz Johnson coaches the Holtville
High School team. She believes that her
own love for the sport puts her in a good

position to pass on what she knows to the
students.
“Given my experience on the water, I can
give the students information and advice
that will sync with real time experience.”
“ I am very competitive,” offered
Johnson. “That may be the right reason or
the wrong reason, but I love fishing and
love what I am doing. We have student
anglers that fishing is their thing. Of the
12 students I have on my team, only 4
compete in another sport. That means
that two-thirds of my team compete only in
fishing, no other sport.”
“I have been able to connect to some
students that would otherwise be lost in
the mix if it was not for fishing. We have
rules that require the kids to keep their
grades in good standing. Because they
really like to fish, the team is a motivation
for them to remain qualified by meeting
the standards.”
“We have an awesome principal that
supports the fishing program,” concluded
Johnson. “He accommodates the need to
miss a day of school. Elmore County and
the school system also back the students.
Actually, we have a school system that
backs our students no matter what their
passion is.”
It is true, fishing is something that can
be done at any age. But the early start and
support in programs like Wetumpka and
Holtville high schools will have a positive
influence on developing a passion for
fishing that will continue into the future.
The efforts of people like Van Vactor
and the officials from Elmore County offer
evidence of the growing support that will
likely expand student participation in
fishing for all species. As programs expand
the benefits to students, localities, and
tournaments will also grow.
Youth fishing truly is, as Cary Cox
suggested, “…a win-win situation.”
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by Ron Presley

T

Striving for a tournament of distinction.

he Bill Dance Mississippi River
Monsters (MRM) catfish tournament
has a new look and a new feeling
of excitement. Highlighting the facelift is
the new recently released logo featuring
a mean and angry looking catfish and the
words, “Join the fight.”

they can come early and prefish. The
week preceding the tournament has been
dubbed “Monster Week.” Wednesday and
Thursday of Monster Week offers a bounty
of $500 for the biggest catfish weighed in
each day. All you have to do to be eligible
is to register for the tournament.

For those catfish anglers choosing to
“Join the fight,” they will find a rejuvenated
and dedicated George Young, Jr. doing
all he can to give anglers a tournament of
distinction. The fishing is generally good
on the Mississippi River out of Memphis
and this year should be no different. For
any angler wanting to catch the catfish of
a lifetime, this is a good chance to do it.

Friday will be seminar day and
the Captains Meeting. James “Big
Cat” Patterson, Bryan St. Alma, Rob
Benningfield, Jason and Daryl Masingale,
and Stacey Gaston are lined up to share
catfishing information with attending
anglers between 1 and 4 o’clock at Bass
Pro Shops at the Pyramid.

The Captains Meeting will be in West
For those anglers interested in Memphis at the Eugene Wood Community
warming up for the big event and maybe Center, 212 West Polk, West Memphis,
putting some gas money in their pocket AR. One participant from each team
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MUST be present for this mandatory
meeting and all registered anglers will
have the opportunity to cash in on some
great sponsor products to be given away
after the rules discussion.
The process of launching boats and

Mississippi River Monsters owner and
originator, George Young Jr. and his top
supporter, Bill Dance, are shown here on the
Mississippi River near Memphis. They invite
you to join them in September for the 2019
Mississippi River Monsters catfish tournament.
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livewell checks at Mud Island begins at
3:00 am. Fishing hours are from 7:00 am
– 3:00 pm with all boats required back
to the ramp at Mud Island by 4:00 pm.
From there they proceed to the weigh-in
at Bass Pro Shops at the Pyramid where
the afternoon activities begin at 1:00 pm.
Following the weigh-in, the 2019 MRM
champs will be crowned and a new fully
loaded Grizzly Tracker boat and trailer
worth more than $20,000 will be awarded.

“…launching boats and livewell
checks…begins at 3:00 am…”
Keep
informed
of
current
announcements and updates by following
Mississippi River Monsters on their
Facebook page and bookmark their
website at www.mississippirivermonsters.
com.
Tournament registration is open on the
website by clicking the “Registration” tab.
- Ron Presley
32 Catfish NOW July 2019

IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
GOOD LUCK!

MADE IN USA
.COM

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.
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by Ron Presley

Passion and Determination Win Out

M

Solo lady catfisher wins club tournament.

ichelle Phillips is a 45-year-old selfproclaimed country girl. She lives in
Michelle’s victory was the first time ever that
Southside, WV, loves the outdoors
a solo team had won The Kanawha River
and catfishing. She fishes locally in the
Catfish Club tournament and the first time a
Kanawha and Ohio Rivers.
female team had won.
“I’ve fished my entire life with family
and friends,” revealed Michelle. “I got
serious about catfishing and fished my Kanawha River Catfish Club. In that first
first tournament in 2014. It was with the tournament I tied for 4th place out of 24
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boats at the Buffalo Tournament.”
“Then in the next couple of years,
I fished in a few benefit tournaments. I
have started back fishing the Kanawha
River Catfish Club this year and planning
to fish every one of the10 tournaments
scheduled. I am also hoping to fish a few
other local catfish tournaments.”
It was Friday, April 12, 2019, when
Michelle decided to fish a tournament
that was taking place the very next day
at Point Pleasant, WV. It was another
Kanawha River Catfish Club event. Her
husband and regular fishing partner,
Robert, had already made plans to fish
this same tournament with a friend.
“I could not find a partner that quickly,”
recalled Michelle. “I was left to fish
by myself. Fishing solo put me at an
immediate disadvantage because of WV
state fishing regulations.”
State regulations allow only 1 flathead
over 35 inches and 2 blue cats over 24
inches per person. That meant that teams
with two members could catch and weigh
2 flatheads and 4 blue cats as overs. She
knew that she would have quite a burden
to overcome but that didn’t discourage
her from fishing.
“I did not get to prefish for this
tournament,” stated Michelle. “And what
live bait I had died after my bait tank pump
quit working.”
Nevertheless, Michelle took to the
water in her G3 Guide 170 with a 50 HP
Yamaha engine to compete against 69
other anglers in 33 boats. She drew boat
number 17 for blast off which turned out
to be the beginning of an unforgettable
adventure.
“It took me one hour to get to the first
spot I wanted to fish,” noted Michelle. “All
the other boats had passed me by and
were fishing in my other spots. Then the
work began. Since I was by myself it took
a lot of work throwing the anchor and
getting the boat set up perfectly on my
waypoints. I had to go through this same
procedure at every spot I decided to fish.”
Her strategy included not using the
trolling motor because she wanted to save

Michelle’s 45.75-pound flathead is not her
biggest, but it helped push her to the top of
the leaderboard on this tournament day.
the battery to run the livewell pump if she
caught a fish. She went through the same
setup procedure at several spots which
held the same structure but had different
depths of water. All she got were channel
cat bites.
“I knew I had to try something different,”
said Michelle. “On the way to find my next
spot my Humminbird Helix 10 Mega SI
had issues. I threw out the anchor and
tried to fix it. Forty-five minutes later it
was working again.”
She made her way to the next spot she
wanted to fish. Same procedure again.
Anchored the boat, deployed the drift sock,
and baited up with fresh cut skipjack. Her
outfit included Big Cat Fever rods and
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Okuma CV20L reel spooled with 40-pound
green Trilene Big Game line. Her terminal
tackle began with a barrel swivel, sinker
slide, a bead, 5-ounce bank sinker, and
Team Catfish double action 9/0 hooks.
“By this time, it was little after 1 o’clock,”
noted Michelle. “I had to be back for weighin by 3 o’clock. I sat there peacefully, just
hoping I would catch a fish and beat my
husband. Then I had a rod get a bite. I
reeled down to set the hook but it didn’t
load up so I put it back in the rod holder.
I left it alone hoping the fish would bite
again.”
She was disappointed that she had
missed that fish, but the disappointment
did not last long as a different rod got bit.
“I reeled down and was hooked up,”
said Michelle. “The fish was peeling line

Michelle is in her happy place when she’s
on the water with baits out, waiting for the
bite.
off my reel. I finally got the fish turned
around and headed back towards the G3.
The fish dove to the bottom and I could
not budge it. I thought great, now I’ve lost
2 fish and running out of time.”
“I gave the fish slack and set the rod
back in the rod holder. Then the fish
took off swimming. I grabbed the rod and
fought the fish for around 10 minutes. It
got so tangled in my other lines that I had
to reach over and free spool one of my
reels. Finally, after 2 attempts I got the
fish in the boat.”
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Michelle just had time to remove the
hook and get the cat out of the net when
she saw the first rod moving where she
thought she lost a fish earlier.
“I looked up and the rod that had the
bite earlier had a fish swimming off with
it. I landed it and now had 2 big legal fish
in the boat. All I was hoping for now was
to beat my husband and our friend that he
was fishing with. I got the fish in livewell
and cleaned up all the tangled lines and
headed back to the launch for weigh-in.”

“I was in shock, surprised, and
excited…”

determined lady with a great work ethic
and a never give up attitude.”
“She asks questions and is like a sponge
that soaks up every bit of information
your willing to give,” says Souders. “But
most importantly she is a kind woman
with a good heart and great attitude. She
is enthusiastic about catfishing—not only
learning more herself, but also teaching
and helping others where she can.”
“I encourage everyone out there not
to get discouraged,” concluded Michelle.
“Never give up, don’t be afraid to try new
things, have fun, try to learn as much as
you can and always try to keep the fish in
best shape as possible.”
- Ron Presley

“I got to the scales and everyone was
excited when they saw my fish,” continued
Michelle. “I was the last boat to weigh-in
and everyone was saying that I had won.
But no one knew for sure.”
The awards were given to the 5th,
4th, 3rd, and 2nd place teams. Michelle
waited to hear who was number one. Then
the announcement came. The first-place
winner was Michelle Phillips. It was the
first time ever that a solo team had won
a club tournament. And, she was the first
female to win any club tournament and
have big fish.
“I was in shock, surprised, and excited,”
recalled Michelle. “I couldn’t believe
I had just got first place, had big fish,
and beat my husband. And I did it all by
myself. I cried with about every emotion
there is running through me at the same
time as everyone was hugging me and
congratulating me.”
“I’m still getting messages and
thousands of comments,” joked Michelle. “I
couldn’t get anyone to fish the tournament
with me and now I have everyone wanting
to fish with me.”
It is a true passion that Michelle has for
catfishing. One of her catfishing friends,
Chris Souders, describes her as “a very
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A Guest Editorial by Joanna Renee

Returning to her roots.

M

y name is Joanna and I’m a 31-yearold Registered Nurse from Ohio. I was This 44-pound flathead won Joanna Big Fish
introduced to fishing by my dad and honors at a tournament. But her biggest prize
grandfather before I can even remember. I was hearing her kids squeal in disbelief that
grew up camping nearly every weekend on
their mom caught that big fish.
the pontoon with my family.
We would sleep on the boat and I remember
waking up to the sounds of bells ringing on underneath me as my dad ran across the boat
fishing poles and the shaking of the boat to reel in his fish.
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My job then was to catch the little fish during
the day and show them to my dad and he would
give me the okay to throw it in the bucket or
toss it back in the water. I never understood
why I was supposed to catch all of those little

Joanna’s youngest daughter is her go-to
bait girl. “I can always count on her to be
my fishing buddy!”
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fish and why my dad was so excited about it.
Throughout my early adult life, I was focused
mainly on raising a family of four children and
attending nursing school. Around the age of
25, I was blindsided by an unforeseen divorce
during nursing school. It emotionally and
mentally drained me.
I made a decision to go back to my roots. I
headed back to the water to clear my head and
find myself. I dabbled in fishing for whatever
would bite for a while just happy to be outdoors
and enjoying the idea of fishing.
I quickly found my passion in catfishing and
began targeting them exclusively. That’s when
I realized why my dad got so excited for those
little fish I caught so long ago, and I got myself
a bucket.
Today, I have upgraded my buckets to bait
tanks and livewells and I spend nearly every
spare moment catching bait with my kids or
planning our next fishing adventure.
My 4-year-old begs to go fishing nearly
every day and cries if it rains saying, “Now
we can never go fishing.” The passion in her
melts grown men’s hearts and she is why I
catfish. When we are walking to a bank spot
to fish, she takes a deep breath and says “It
smells like catfish here, Mom.”
I love sharing my passion with others and
watching it spread like wildfire after they fight
and land their first flathead. The thrill and
adrenaline when my rod buries down and I
watch the drag peel out of my reel is a feeling
I can’t compare to anything else.
Trophy catfishing, in my opinion, is one of
the most challenging and rewarding freshwater
fishing available here in Ohio and across
much of the nation. The time and energy spent
targeting and catching bait and the long hours
of waiting for that bite is often overlooked by
most.
Some nights you can sit for hours without
one single bite, while others are so productive
you can’t even keep up. I don’t remember
exactly where I catch most of my catfish but I
always remember where I lost the big one.
The devastation of knowing in your heart
how big and strong the fight was but losing it
before you hold it can drive you to the brink
of insanity. Suddenly, everything you thought

you knew is out the window, your mindset
changes, and you begin the strategic planning
of catching that one fish. We all have that one
fish and that is part of why we catfish.
Catch, Photo, Release (CPR) is something
I try to instill in others as I educate them about
its benefits. Without conservation now our
children will never be able to feel the gutwrenching thrill of catching the beloved trophy
catfish we are lucky enough to catch today.
My daughter asked me one day, “Why can’t
I put the big ones in the bucket?” I tell her to
imagine another little girl like her that is fishing
and how happy she will be to catch that same
fish, just as when she caught it.
Then, I wondered if I asked my dad that
same question when I was her age. The
thought of passing catfishing through at least
three generations made me smile with pride.
I hope to continue to inspire and encourage
women and children to take up the sport of
catfishing. I enjoy teaching and guiding them
along the way more than anything and hope to
reach out to so many more.
Seeing pictures or watching someone’s
face light up after they land a new personal
best makes my heart swell with pride and
joy for them. The look on their face and the
sound of their voice full of shock, amazement,
and pure happiness is another reason why I
catfish.
Sometimes I wonder if I get more excited
about someone else catching a giant flathead
than when I do myself. I truly believe that
catfishing saved my life during some of my
darkest days and has given me a gift that I
can share with others.
Epilogue: LadyCat Outdoors, LLC
Joanna Renee started LadyCat Outdoors,
LLC as a way to separate her fishing life from
her personal life. She made a Facebook page
for her personal fishing adventures aimed at
women angling and family fishing. People
started messaging her, indicating that they
wanted to see more from her. They were
asking for advice and tips on how she caught
fish and she responded.
“I started making videos (LadyCat Outdoors
YouTube) and helping anyone that reached
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out for advice or help,” Joanna said. “I decided
to get my LLC and have a logo made. Soon
we will have apparel and merchandise with
the LadyCat logo available for purchase.”
I’ve recruited a few women that I’ve had
the pleasure of watching on social media,”
continued Joanna. “They have grown into
amazing and independent anglers with
positive attitudes and beautiful personalities.
LadyCat has quickly turned from my personal
fishing page into a page that promotes the
triumphs and advice from many successful
lady anglers.”
“The entire thing has been a blast and a
whirlwind of an adventure,” concluded Joanna.
“I have no idea where LadyCat will end up
but with the help of our catfish community
and giving women the courage, wisdom, and
support, our possibilities are endless!”

- Joanna Renee
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Corrections or additions contact us at catfishnow.com

CLUB

Link

ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
BASS PRO CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CATFISH CONFERENCE
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
CATFISH MAFIA
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
CHICK FIGHT
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
FISHIN BLUES
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
GET-N-HOOKED
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
ICATS
INDIANA CATFISH
J.K.V. CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
KERR LAKE MADKATTERS
M&J CATFISH WAR
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE CATFISH TOURNAMENT
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MO RIVER CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TNT CATFISHING
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
TRI STATE KATS
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TUG-N-JUGS
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS

FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
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(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
JULY
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG
AUG

13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13th
13 - 14
14th
17th
20th
20th
20th
20th
20th
24th
27th
27th
27th
27th
27th
27 - 28
3rd
3rd
3rd
3rd
3rd
3rd
3 -4
3 -4
7th
10th
10th
10th
10th
10th
10th
10 - 11
10 - 11

CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
FISHN BLUES
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
M&J CATFISH WAR
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATFISH
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MISSOURI RIVER
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
CATFISH MAFIA TOURNAMENT SERIES
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOC.
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
OHIO VALLEY TOURNAMENT SERIES
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
JKV CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL
SOUTH WEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
ICATS
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
FLATHEAD BLUES
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
ICATS
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MISSOURI RIVER
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
M&J CATFISH WAR
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
2019 DRAYTON ROD AND REEL RALLY
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION

COFFEE COUNTY LAKE/WOLF CREEK
ELLSWORTH
SKILLY SLAM
HARDY
GORDON BOAT RAMP
CHILLICOTHE
GLASGOW
RULO
NORTH LANDING
ROLAND COOPER STATE PARK
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER/LONG LEVEL
OLD CC ROAD CUMBERLAND CITY TN
KALAMAZOO RIVER
BRIDGEWATER RIVERSIDE
LAFAVE PARK
BIG SIOUX
JOHN REDMOND
MONROE LAKE
GRANDVIEW
TANNERS CREEK
MISSISSIPPI RIVER
ROCK RIVER
HOOVER RESERVOIR
TUNICA RIVER PARK
SAGINAW RIVER
TBD
STUMP ISLAND PARK
RED ROCK
NEBRASKA CITY BOAT RAMP
NORTH LANDING
MISSISSIPPI RIVER
MISSOURI RIVER
ROOD CREEK
NEW ALBANY
GORDON BOAT RAMP
ED JONES
RED RIVER/www.catfishdrayton.com
LACON II
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40 team limit/Pre-entry only
SHOOTOUT
TRAIL
POINTS 5 NIGHT
CLUB/NIGHT
NIGHT
CLUB/NIGHT
CLUB
CLUB
NIGHT
NIGHT
CLUB
TRAIL
SERIES
OPEN HIGH STAKES NIGHT
TRAIL/NIGHT
SERIES
BANK/BOAT NIGHT
NIGHT
CLUB
SERIES/NIGHT
TRAIL
CLUB
TRAIL
TRAIL
CLUB
GLASGOW NIGHT EVENT
SERIES/NIGHT
NIGHT
CLUB
TRAIL
SERIES
CLUB
POINTS 6 NIGHT
CLUB/NIGHT
CARL PERKINS FUNDRAISER
EVENT
IRON MAN

Tournament
Tournament Results
Results

JUNE 12th

RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
LAFAVE PARK

1. Gutierrez/Gutirrez
2. Hartwig/Weber
3. Weber/Casmey

32.16
28.11
19.96

BIG FISH
1. Gutierrez/Gutirrez

JUNE 15th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

18.44

BASS PRO/CABELA’S KING KAT
CARLYLE LAKE

Pat Beamon/Don Staples
Craig Shirey/James Wesney
Danny Sapp/Jeff Sapp
Pete Moreland/Mike Flaherty
Eric Sasse/Mark Thompson

52.44
40.92
40.16
40.02
38.62

BIG FISH
1. Pat Beamon/Don Staples

JUNE 15th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

25.1

CATFISH MAFIA TOURNAMENT SERIES
LAKE ALRED

Andrew Lentz
Marshall Rickard
Carl Hample
Keith Rippeon
Mike Hoover

108.6
86.6
83.4
77.8
77.4

BIG FISH
1. Marshall Rickard

JUNE 15th

41

FISHIN BLUES
LAKE ELLSWORTH

1. Terry Alexander
2. Antonio Ramirez
3. 2.12

5.15
4.02

BIG FISH
1. Terry Alexander

5.15
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Tournament Results

JUNE 19th

RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
NORTH LANDING

1. Srnsky/Stewart
2. Morrison/Wysocki
3. Raymond/Durick

27.8
22.7
16.67

BIG FISH
1. Casmey/Weber

JUNE 22nd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

5.62

FLATHEAD BLUES
HOOVER RESERVOIR

Shane Henderson/Amanda Johnson
Zachariah Stelting/Austin Venable
Ron Hughes/Donald Hughes
David Funk/Chris Macri
Mickey Cronin/Wayne Ratliff

40.6
39.4
36.6
27
19.4
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Tournament Results
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL

JUNE 22nd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

LAKE GUNTERSVILLE

Jared Robertson
Rick Sexton
Bryan Folsom
Ricky Lawson
Cody Haynes

79.3
60.9
57.4
52
44.8

MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL

JUNE 22nd

MAPLE RIVER

1. Brent Blemaster/Richard Clewley/Ron Clewley
2. John Frost/Rusty Eastman
3. Tyler Meyer/Brandon Hylarides
4. Mike Allersma/Anthony Sheldon
5. Lloyd Tanner/Tony Borowski/Todd Labar

23.3
22
17
4.1
3.4

BIG FISH
1. Brent Blemaster/Richard Clewley/Ron Clewley

JUNE 22nd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

10.4

TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
LACON II

Ken Luttrell/Bryan Espy
Tom Walsh/Tim Walsh
Jeff Brown/Tom Petty
Mike Kuehl/Kassi Kuehl
Tim Bastien/Dusty Bull

47.45
44.6
43.5
39.05
38.4

BIG FISH
1. Ken Luttrell/Bryan Espy

JUNE 23rd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

16.25

CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
DALTON BOTTOMS

Chris Baker/Kaleb McAdams
Chad Short/Robert Schreiber
Gary Taylor/Brad Miller
Jerry Korte/Anthony Adams
Jr Polly/Jodi Polly

87.01
83.14
82.01
52.03
49.05

BIG FISH
1. Gary Taylor/Brad Miller

41.1
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Tournament Results
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE

JUNE 26th

NORTH LANDING

1. Andrews/Bieter
2. Dustin Lunski/Gudajtes
3. Hartwig/Weber

15.49
14.58
14.38

BIG FISH
1. Kostrzewski

4.12

REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING

JUNE 29th

RISING SUN

1. Bob Griffith/Rocky Faye
2. Aaron Kersey/Zeda
3. James Kelly/Jack Woodall

60.05
41.12
34.2

BIG FISH
1. Bob Griffith/Rocky Faye

34.05

TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS

JUNE 29th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Ryan Casey/Jason Jackson/Jeff Faulkenberry
Brent Riddle/Spencer Riddle/Rudy Schwager
Marcus Ferrell/Jay Osborn/Jett Osborn
Pat Gwinner/Hunter Gwinner
Donald Moore/Donny Moore

JUNE 29th - 30th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

LAKE OF THE OZARKS
79.33
74.68
71.22
65.11
56.59

SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE
RED RIVER

Dave Clement/Tim Brooks
Brian Rud/James Benson
Alan Erickson/Lisa Erickson
Ronnie Rowland/Mark Lierz
Casey Clement/Matt Konze

51.29
46.58
46.46
44.85
44.7

BIG FISH
1. Rob Raymond/Kent Hollands

18.57
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Tournament Results
FLATHEAD BLUES

JULY 6th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

HOOVER RESERVOIR

Kyle Gibney/Joe Hatfield
Chuck Venable/Kelli Venable
David Funk/Chris Macri
Ron Hughes/Donald Hughes
Amanda Johnson/Shane Henderson

42.4
37
32
30
22.4

BIG FISH
1. Kyle Gibney/Joe Hatfield (TIE) Chuck Venable/Kelli Venable

JULY 6th

21.2

REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
CRAIGS CREEK

1. Andy Mefford/Andrew Meadows
2. Joey Meadows/Stacey Eden
3. Mikw Conway/Bill Peabody

53
37.54
34

BIG FISH
1. Joey Meadows/Stacey Eden

30
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Rise and shine.
It’s time to go catfishing.
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