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Front Cover:
Andy Cagle holds a nice
winter blue cat caught
on Santee Cooper in the
Black’s Camp Big Cat
Shootout. Winter is a great
time to target trophy blues.

Catfish Connections
Wow, it seems like New Year’s just
occurred, but we are already into month two
for 2019. Time passes so quickly. Before
we know it, spring will be here, and it will
be catfish catching everywhere! January
overall was warmer and it brought a good
catfish bite. February can also be much of
the same.
Just after New Year’s, I attended the
2019 National Professional Angers Association (NPAA) annual
conference. It was a super event. There were many quality
fishing vendors, good speakers, and on-point seminars and
breakouts. “Turning Ripples into Waves” was the theme and it
was all about bringing youth into our fishing sport no matter the
species they pursue.
On-the-floor discussions centered around how to reach
the next generation to ensure they appreciate our country’s
superb outdoor resources and learn how to fish. The world is
becoming a smaller place and so is our country. Urbanization
is depriving our youth of the nature experiences many of us
senior Americans took for granted as the way of life. Many
adults with children have never had the opportunity to teach
their children abut the outdoors.
This requires all of us to pull together and teach both adults
and children the basics of fishing and techniques necessary for
successful fishing experiences. I met several representatives
of organizations who were present at the conference doing
just that — teaching thousands of future anglers. The NPAA’s
youth program was able to raise around $26,000 for their youth
fishing programs. Several donors increased this funding level
substantially at the end of the conference.
After the fundraising auction, several donors contributed
funds to be used to pay for new youth memberships. Crappie
Now and Catfish Now contributed funds to pay for three (3)
youth memberships for 2019. We will seek to sign up three
young people to participate in the 2019 NPAA youth membership
program. In total, 100 new youth memberships were funded for
2019.
If you can, volunteer some time to take a young person
fishing, or take someone fishing who has never fished and give
them an experience of a lifetime. It will never be forgotten.
Bringing them to the outdoors builds ripples into waves. I plan
to work toward this goal myself.
See you at the Crappie Madness crappie fishing seminars
at a Bass Pro Shops or Cabela’s near you. Check out the
schedule and attend!
God Bless and Good Fishing,
Dan Dannenmueller, Publisher
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by Ron Presley

Taking advantage of cold-water blues.

W

hen winter rolls around and brings
colder weather patterns to town,
Paula Smith’s thoughts migrate
toward fooling some big blue catfish.
The Waverly, TN resident knows from
experience that catfish get more predictable
as the temperatures fall and that is a plus
for anglers. Regardless of where or when
you fish, a key factor is being able to locate
the fish and then present them with the food
they want.
Smith fishes mostly around Humphreys
County She ended 2018 with a bang when
she landed her personal best 88-pound blue
catfish on Kentucky Lake. She uses the

This 82-pound blue is a nice example of why
Paula Smith likes winter cattin’.
December 30, 2018 catch as an example of
the wintertime fish she likes to target. She
and her husband, Ken Smith, a TWRA Officer,
also frequent the Duck and Cumberland
Rivers when they are fishing for big catfish.
“Ken plays a huge role in my fishing. We
fish some tournaments together when he isn’t
busy being a game warden,” joked Smith.
“He has taught me a lot about studying fish
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and what to look for. Mostly Ken just fishes
for fun. When he’s too busy I go out on my
own.”
Given her passion for catching trophy
catfish and the knowledge learned from her
husband and others, Paula has become an
informed student of the whiskered critter
and the waters that she fishes.
She describes the Duck River as smaller
and shallower. It averages less than 25 feet.
It is also clearer than the Cumberland River.
She considers it mainly an anchor fishing
opportunity.
“I really like fishing the Duck in the winter,”
offered Paula. “Especially when it has that
aqua color. It just seems like the fish bite
better in water that’s cleaner.”

“Once temperatures reach the
low 40’s the blues head for the
deepest areas in the lake or river.”
The Cumberland is deeper and muddy
with a lot more areas to fish. It is still mostly
anchor fishing but she also drift-fishes some.
It is characterized by woody structure and
rocky terrain with holes as deep as 75 to 80
feet.
Kentucky Lake, where she landed her
88-pounder, is part of the Tennessee River
System. It ranges in depth from shallow
to 100 feet deep holes. It offers a lot more
opportunities to fish and is characterized by
more boat ramps that make it very accessible
for anglers.
“The Tennessee River is great for fishing
where the mouths of creeks come in,”
suggested Smith. “If the conditions are good,
with steady current flow, the fish gather
around the creek mouths. If the current
is strong, I like to fish the edges of creek
mouths and into the bays where the fish are
not as stressed. From my experience, if they
have been fighting the heavy, strong current,
they tend to hold up in smaller deep holes to
get out of the heavy flow.”
When the catfish scatter out in the

Flatheads also fall for Smith’s winter strategies.
summer, she recommends suspend drifting
to cover more water. When the water gets
cold that’s when she targets the big blues in
their winter lairs.
“Cold weather moves catfish to their deep
wintering holes,” offered Smith. “And strong
currents will push them into creek mouths
and eddies where baitfish are present.
Once temperatures reach the low 40’s the
blues head for the deepest areas in the
lake or river. They might even be hugging
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the bottom because it is warmer. It is not
unusual to catch big cats in cold water that
are covered in mud. All fish are cold blooded
and in cold water, they don’t need to feed
as often because it takes longer to digest
the food. Nevertheless, they will still feed all
winter long.”
“Blue catfish migrate to these deep
wintering holes, instead of scattering as they
do in warmer months,” instructed Smith.
“They often congregate in large numbers
where they can be found and targeted during
the winter months.”
Smith often looks for smaller isolated
deep holes in an area that includes some
shallow water. She gives an example of an
area in the river or lake that averages 15
feet but includes a hole that might be 20
to 25 feet deep. She says such a hole is
even better if the deep part contains some
wood or other structure. She uses sonar to
identify the water depth and accompanying
structure.
“One of the hardest things I’ve had to learn
is using sonar to locate catfish,” suggested
Smith. “Using it correctly helps identify catfish
migration patterns and consequently lets

This 24-pound specimen came from a log
jam in a steady current, in a larger hole that
was around 30 feet deep.
me know when and where to fish seasonally
during changing conditions.”
“I also use the Asian carp to find the
catfish,” continued Smith. “The catfish will
often be found in the same areas that hold
the carp. I think it might be because the same
water conditions attract both species. We
use sonar to locate concentrations of carp
because the catfish are hard to see when
the carp are present. I caught my personal
best 88-pound blue cat in just such an area.”
Circle hooks are a must on Smith’s
terminal tackle because they allow the fish
to set the hook when the rod loads up. All
the angler has to do is start reeling. They are
also conservation friendly, usually hooking
the fish in the corner of the mouth instead of
being swallowed.
“My tackle consists of 30- to 40-pound
test mono mainline,” instructed Smith. “I
tie a Carolina rig by sliding a 3- to 8-oz slip
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sinker up the mainline before connecting to
a swivel. The amount of weight depends on
the current. I use enough weight to keep the
bait on the bottom. I add a 10- to 25-inch
hook leader with an 8/0 to 10/0 circle hook.
When I bait up, I want the hook to be well
exposed.”
Smith uses two words to describe her
choice of bait—fresh and local. She urges
anglers to use bait that is found naturally in
the area. And use fresh bait (not frozen) if
at all possible. She does subscribe to the
big-bait, big-fish theory, but more so in the
warmer parts of the year. In cold water, she
does like to downsize.
“The best bait is what is found locally in
the area,” said Smith. “On Kentucky Lake
gizzard shad is the predominant shad
species catfish feed on in the winter. Drum,
bluegill, skipjack, stripes and other local
baits will work. The size of the bait depends
on what you’re fishing for and what the
catfish will take on any given day. Always
try different size baits, but the main thing
to remember is that large blue catfish feed
almost exclusively on fish, the fresher the

Smith caught her personal best 88-pound
blue cat after finding a large concentration
of Asian carp as the tipoff to a good spot.
better. A large shad, say a 1/2 pound, can
be cut in half and make two baits. The same
is true for large bluegill. We’ll also try a
large head or large cut chunk to see if the
cats are preferring larger baits. A trial and
error strategy is good because every day is
different.”
Paula likes to stick primarily to fishing
isolated cover like rocks and trees in the
main river channel. She uses precision
anchoring to be able to get her bait as close
as possible to the targeted cover.
“First I locate either catfish or cover using
the depth finder,” explained Smith. “Then
I position the boat directly upstream from
the targeted area. The anchor is set and
the boat is released slowly downstream to
a point where the bait can be cast directly
over the cover.”
Once the bait is placed the waiting game
begins. Most anglers agree that patience is
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a virtue when it comes to fishing but Smith
offers some sound advice for winter fishing.
“Catfish don’t move as much in colder
months,” coached Smith. “If you’ve been
fishing a spot for 15 to 30 minutes without
a bite, it’s time to move on. Sometimes that
move may be measured only in feet, but other
times it may require moving to a completely
new location with different characteristics.”
“Winter fishing is most definitely worth it,”
concluded Smith. “I love fishing year-round
because the excitement and adrenaline
rush of a big cat is just pure awesomeness.
But in the winter the fish are stacked closer
together where they can be targeted by savvy
anglers who study the habits of the fish in all
conditions. Pay attention to current, water
temperature, depth, etc. I was told when I
was younger that you can’t catch fish if your
bait isn’t in the water! Just keep putting in
the time and never give up and you will be
successful too.”
- Ron Presley

IF YOU’RE NOT USING DRIFTMASTER...
GOOD LUCK!

MADE IN USA
.COM

ROD HOLDERS &
TROLLING SYSTEMS
BLACK RIVER TOOLS, INC.

803-473-4927
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HOW TO?

B’n’M How To:
Good Fish Care
with Ryan Lawrence,
Tennessee River Catfish Club
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Catfish Gear #013 — Offshore Tackle Planer Boards

P

laner boards have become a
vital part of most catfish angler ’s
arsenal. They were used for
years in walleye fishing and have been
adopted by many catfish anglers. There
is no better way to increase your spread
when dragging. Just put one or two
boards out each side of the boat and
watch your catfishing success grow.
Seth McCallister uses planer boards
in lakes, small rivers and even in the
Mississippi. “We use them on both

Seth McCallister is shown here with the SST
Pro Max Planer he uses with larger baits.
flats and in large structure situations,”
report McCallister. “If anglers have a
situation where they would drag in the
conventional way, planer boards will
work really well for catfish. I use snag
resistant dragging weights that help
avoid snags and hang-ups.”
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Offshore Tackle planer boards come in different sizes for different
applications.
McCallister offers a few things to keep in mind when
river fishing with boards. “When fishing rivers we prefer
to drag downriver,” offered McCallister. “We simply find
more action then going against the current. If you drag
downriver just be sure your boat speed is greater than
the current.”
McCallister likes the Offshore Tackle SST Pro Mag
Board. “This size board is perfect for pulling large baits
and weights up to 6 ounces, in both lake and river
applications. We have used the larger planer boards for
small channel catfish and blue cats all the way up to 45
pounds. We also catch an occasional flathead using this
method.”
“Planer boards are not a hard technique to get good
at,” reassured McCallister. “I think many people see
planer boards and think it looks difficult. That could not
be further from the truth. Planer boards are very simple
to use and can really increase your chances of putting
quality fish in the boat.”
Visit the Offshore Tackle website at www.offshoretackle.
com to view their full line of catfish gear.
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Catfish Basics #057

Move in the Winter – Jody Beavin,
B’n’M Poles

There is no reason not to use the same basic bait
and rigs in the winter. We use skipjack and if we can
find it, fresh shad. But 90% of the time we use skipjack
from Bassnmore and the Catfish Bunker right here in
Owensboro. My favorite rig is a simple 3-way rig without
a float. There is no need for a float in the winter if there
is current. Sometimes we use a Carolina rig with sinker
slides but I prefer the 3-way rigs.
Mainly, don’t be afraid to move around a lot. In other
words, don’t set up on anchor for too long. All our big
fish usually come within the first 5 to 10 minutes but
we normally allow 25 to 30 minutes per spot. After
we catch a fish or get a big bite, we add 10 minutes
to the clock. For example, if we set up and within 15
minutes, we catch a fish we will add 10 minutes to the
30 minutes. But we won’t set there all day with no fish.
Also, don’t be afraid to target one big fish in structure in the winter time. Sometimes it
pays off to set up on one fish instead of looking for multiple fish to set up on.
Accuracy on anchor is key. Anglers must be precise and know where the structure
is. Use the GPS on your fishfinder to set up above where you want to target your baits.
Determine exactly how many feet from the structure you are and don’t forget to add the
depth of the water to the distance on the GPS.
One winter day Trish and I jumped 6 spots one day and finally on the 6th spot, within
10 minutes, we put a 60-pound blue in the boat! It pays to move around.
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by Keith “Catfish” Sutton

Winter is prime time for catching monster blue cats if you know some tips for success.

T

he big blue cat cruised the lake
bottom
beneath
an
enormous Winter often is disregarded as a prime
school of baitfish. The water was 45 season for catfishing, but big blue cats
degrees, but the catfish was not lethargic. frequently are caught when temperatures
He moved rapidly, gorging on baitfish
are numbingly cold.
stressed by the low water temperature.
Most baitfish swam in a tightly
packed school, but occasionally one raced erratically away. Before it swam far,
succumbed to the icy temperature and the ravenous catfish wolfed it down.
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Sitting in a boat above, a man studied
a fish-finder and watched as this catfish
and others cruised the lake bottom. The
cats appeared as little animated pixel
fish moving across the unit’s screen. The
baitfish school appeared as a broad band
of black. The school was suspended at
20 feet in 35 feet of water, too deep to
be seen with the naked eye. But now and
then a cold-crippled baitfish made its way
to the surface, and the fisherman would
glimpse its silvery form as it did its death
dance in the waning January light.
The man had thrown a cast net
across another school of baitfish 30
minutes earlier. A dozen live fish thus
captured had been placed in a bait tank,
and two dozen more were thrown atop the
ice in his cooler. The fisherman grabbed
a live one, hooked it behind the dorsal fin
and free-spooled his rig to the bottom. He
turned the reel handle two revolutions to
bring the baitfish up just above the lake
bed, then placed the rod in a holder.

Blue cats in lakes gorge on the abundance
of fresh dead shad during winterkill periods.
A cast net can be used to gather the shad to
use for bait.
As the man was baiting a second rig,
the first rod went down. The angler lifted
the rod, then quickly turned the handle.
The circle hook he used required no hookset. It caught cleanly in the corner of the
catfish’s mouth.
During the 15-minute battle that
ensued, the man forgot about the cold.
The catfish surged straight away, then
began spinning, wrapping itself in the line.
Pulling the catfish sideways through the
water made it feel like a behemoth, and
though it was actually small on a blue-cat
scale—21 pounds—the man was proud
when he finally brought it aboard.
Another baitfish was rigged and
free-spooled to the bottom. Once again,
a catfish hit before a second rig could be
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baited. It, too, was landed, and during the
next hour and a half, another and another
and another we caught and released.
None were 50-pounders as the man had
hoped, but all were larger than the biggest
largemouth bass a man could dream of
catching—five cats in 90 minutes, 18 to
26 pounds.
The man was not surprised.
Catfishing often is like that in winter.
The scene just described may sound
like fantasy, but it’s not. I was that angler,
and I caught those fish using the tactics
described. I’ve often had great catfishing
days in winter, especially when blue cats
are the species being targeted. Blues feed
actively even when water temperatures
are low, and if you can determine a
fishing pattern needed to catch them, you
can enjoy action hot enough to make you
forget about the cold.

Eddy holes appear as little whirlpools at the
ends of rock wing dikes in big navigable
rivers. Blue cats like to feed in and around
them.

below 45 degrees in waters where they
live, both species—gizzard shad and
threadfins—become cold-stressed. If
cold persists and the water temperature
continues dropping, thousands of shad
soon die. This phenomenon is known as
winter kill.
When winter kill starts, catfish
congregate around shad schools, gorging
on dying baitfish until the die-off ends or
the catfish are sated. The pattern may
last a day or a month, depending on the
weather. But while it lasts, fishing for
blues is at its best.
To capitalize on this cold-weather
pattern, use your fish-finder to pinpoint
A Pattern for Lakes
One such pattern involves winter- schooling baitfish, then throw a cast net
killed shad. If the water temperature dips over the school to collect shad. Large
baitfish can be sliced for cut-bait, but
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small whole shad (an inch or two long)
seem to work best. Hook two or three on
a 6/0 to 12/0 circle hook with a weight
above it, running the hook through the
eyes and leaving the barb exposed. Now
lower your rig through the shad school o
the bottom, reel it up a foot and hang on.
If the winter-kill feeding frenzy is in full
swing, mere seconds will pass before a
catfish strikes and the fight begins.
A Pattern for Rivers
If you catfish in large navigable
rivers, it also pays to study and understand
the long, narrow rock walls known as wing
dikes. These catfish-drawing structures
are placed in strategic locations to
help maintain barge channel depth and
lessen shoreline erosion. They are most
numerous in hydropower and navigation
dam tailwaters but may be scattered along
the entire length of a big river.
Wing dikes fulfill their intended
functions by diverting current. They
usually lay perpendicular to shore, and
when moving water strikes one, it swirls
back on itself. The force of the current
then moves outward, toward the middle
of the river.
Trophy-class blue cats are best
targeted in eddies near the ends of
wing dams. These eddies are circular
hydraulics created when current bounces
off the point of the rocks. They resemble
miniature whirlpools, and because they
are the prime feeding sites along wing
dikes, they tend to harbor bigger, more
dominant catfish.
Active catfish are usually near the
eddy’s edge, lying on or near bottom in
the hole beneath, which is created by the
swirling water. A three-way rig is ideal for
catching them. A 2-foot hook leader (the
same pound-test as your main line) is
tipped with a 6/0 to 12/0 circle hook. The
12-inch weight leader (of lighter line than
your main line) is tied to a 3-ounce bank
sinker. Both leaders are tied to separate
eyes of a three-way swivel, with the main
line tied to the remaining eye. Fresh fish

Hardcore Catfishing
Want to learn more great
tips and tactics for catching
catfish? Keith Sutton’s “Hardcore
Catfishing” book contains 179 fullcolor pages of information that
will help you succeed. To order
an autographed copy, send a
check or money order for $18 to
C&C Outdoor Productions, 15601
Mountain Dr., Alexander AR 72002.
cut-baits are preferred enticements.
Anchor well back from each eddy,
then cast to the whirlpool’s edge. If done
properly, your bait will sink quickly to the
bottom and remain stationary. Reposition
your rig if necessary to achieve this end,
then prepare for the rod-jarring strike that
could soon.
Often, big cats cruise slowly through
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a hole, waiting for something to jolt their
taste buds before they rush in to strike.
Allow the bait to sit up to 15 minutes, but
if there’s no bite by then, move and try
another eddy hole. Bites usually come
quick if actively feeding cats are nearby.
Of course, when you’re fishing for
cats in winter, it pays to keep moving
anyway, just so you can keep warm. This
is not a sport for anglers who detest the
cold. You’ll get cold out there, even when
you’re wearing the proper clothing.
Nice thing is, when the cats start
biting, that frigid feeling disappears.
Nothing in the world warms you quicker
than battling a rod-bending cat.
- Keith Sutton
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HOW TO?

CFN How To:
Think Outside the Box
with Melinda Folsom,
Chick Fight Tournament Director
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Catfish Basics #058

Shallow Shad – Jake Herman,
Kennesaw, GA

I frequent Lake Allatoona, also known as
“the dead sea,” I fish there mostly because it is
close to home. Then there is the Etowah River
that feeds Lake Altoona and leaves to join the
Oostanaula River to form the Coosa River in
Rome, Georgia. I also fish the Coosa River on
into Lake Weiss.
I find some exciting winter fishing in most
those places. Anglers should remember that
shallow water warms faster in the afternoon
sun than deeper water, especially if it is stained
or muddy. I watch for the shad and try to stay
close to where they are. The shad tend to come
up into the shallows in the afternoon with full
sunshine warming the water. The big blues
won’t be far behind the bait.
Look for water as shallow as two feet deep with shad present on a winter
afternoon. Depending on conditions and fishing style I use a Carolina rig or a
Santee dragging rig. If there is light or no current freelining cut bait works well.
When a big cat detects the bait, he makes a V-shaped wake thru the shallow
water in a straight line towards the bait. They often make a splash when they hit. It
can look like a topwater bite. A big blue in shallow water will fight more like a striper
on a big run. In that shallow water they can’t dive so they stick to the bottom and
run. The best part is when they go airborne like a bass and tail walk the surface.
Shallow water blues can make for some really exciting winter fishing.
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by Captain Eddie White

Finding and catching channel cats through the ice.

I

ce fishing for channel catfish is as tough as it
sounds. Unless you have spent an adequate
amount of time on a lake, reservoir or river
it will generally take time and patience, and a
small amount of homework to be successful.
As we all know when the weather and water
start to cool, channel catfish will begin their
migration to their wintering areas. Many books
and magazines have articles informing us that
the channels will find the deepest section in any
given body of water in the winter months. This

Captain Eddie White holds a channel
catfish caught through the ice at Tongue
River Reservoir in southeastern Montana.
is like assuming that they only feed at night.
It’s just not true. In a farm pond or a small lake
(5 to 10 acres) this may be the case, but when
you start talking bigger bodies of water, cats
have many more options on where to hold for
the winter.
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In one reservoir in particular that we fish
here in the north country, the deepest water Troy Hansen managed to ice this nice
ranges from 60 feet by the dam to the 20-foot channel in Wisconsin from 15 to 35 feet of
32-degree water.
holes in the old river channel. Finding a deep
hole will not guarantee finding fish though.
Everything has to be right as they seek winter. Better yet, take a hand-held GPS unit
protective structure, food source, warmth, and or even drop a pin on Google maps.
if applicable, current.
No boat, no problem. It just means a little
more work. Of course, you can shore fish in
“… drop that jig in front of the fish’s the late fall and attempt to locate fish that
way. Or you can pull out the maps and start
face.”
searching for those spots you think will hold
fish. This is definitely the hard way but can be
The easiest way to get started would be to the most rewarding.
Setting up to catch the cold water whisker
get out on a boat and start your search in the
late fall before the ice starts to cover the water. fish is really not much different than fishing for
Finding congregations of fish now could and them any other time of year. In typical catfish
will save you time and effort later. Use down fashion, they will rest in the hole and come out
imaging or side imaging sonar to mark fish and to feed on a flat. This could be a point, the head
hit the waypoint function. By hooking up your of a hole, ledges, the old river channel, or any
fish finder to a portable battery, you can take other structure. Setting all of your offerings in
it on the hard water with you, giving access to one place is not the way to go about finding
your contour maps and waypoints, even in the active fish. Starting deep and working shallow
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will allow you to key in on that day’s pattern.
JawJackers or Auto Fisherman or Tip-ups
are the easiest way to spread out without
having to hover over a single hole. These
devices can be set to allow anglers to fish
multiple holes simultaneously.
The JawJackers and Automatic Fisherman
are essentially a rod holder. Anglers place the
rod in the device and bend the tip down to a
triggering device. Once a fish hits the bait, the
rod whips up in a fast fashion setting the hook
and it’s fish on.
A Tip-Up is a free spoiling device that
anglers can set at a specific depth. Once
the depth is determined, a flag is lowered to
a trigger on the Tip-up. When a fish bites it
trips the device and a flag pops up to alert the
angler that a fish is on.
These devices are set up over multiple
holes within viewing distance and the angler
can monitor them while possibly jigging other
holes with rod in hand. Be sure to check local
regulations to make sure multiple lines are
allowed.
Jigging can be difficult at first, trying to
figure out what the fish want. Though we fish

A good bottom contour map and sonar
are invaluable tools for finding the deeper
wintering holes and supply the information
for where to drill the holes.
in different areas of the country, Troy Hansen
and myself have very similar methods. Troy
recommends taking a flasher when jigging to
locate and mark fish. Once fish have been
located, drop that jig in front of the fish’s face.
Make aggressive strokes with the rod and
when the fish gets close to the bait, stop. This
method seems to produce more strikes than a
constant jigging motion.
Everyone has their own preference on
equipment, so I will just discuss the basics,
starting with the benefits of different types of
line. Most braided line will absorb water so a
lower pound test, such as 20-pound test, will
absorb less water and cause less ice buildup
and headaches later. Monofilament will absorb
water, period.
Fluorocarbon is the only line on the market
that is guaranteed not to absorb water. When
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using floro, I kick the poundage up to at least
40-pound test for better abrasion resistance.
Keep it simple when icing cats. A Carolina
rig with a split shot or a light sinker is a good
starting rig. I prefer glow colors when using a
standard jig head and spoons seem to be the
go-to bait with most ice anglers. J-hooks are
preferred over circle hooks due to the slowmoving nature of cold-water cats. Once you
have a bite, you will want to ensure of a good
hook up with a good hookset.
Knowing the forage in the place you decide
to fish will help, as it is always beneficial to
match the hatch. For the most part, cold water
cats will be caught on small baits, though I
have seen one engulf a whole 8-inch sucker.
Wax worms stacked on a hook can do really
well, especially if there is a cold-water bug
hatch. The standard bait you would use during
the spring/summer months will be the same,

Using JawJackers, Auto Fisherman, or Tipups can offer the ice fisherman more
opportunities to catch catfish by covering
more area.
just scaled down in both size and movement.
Personally, I like to stack 1-inch baits, with the
heads popped off. Sometimes I will add a live
one for some natural action.
Fish seem to winter in the same holes year
after year. And there is no doubt that cold
water cats are the best tasting. Remember
though, selective harvest is key if you want to
return to the same spot and catch more fish
the next time.
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by Monty Hill

Testing the cold shallow waters of winter.

I

have always heard that during the cold
of winter the fish go deep. So, during the
Fall and Winter months, I have always
targeted catfish in the deeper creeks and
river channels in whatever body of water
I may be in. I have also used a strategy
that if what you are doing is not working
you need to try something totally different.
When I am fishing in deeper water without
success I have been moving into shallow
water and guess what I have been finding?
You guessed it, fish.
Knowing that catfish tend to move deep
during the colder months of the year led

These shallow water blues came during the
Black’s Camp Big Cat Shootout in December
of 2018. Hill (right) is holding a 30-pounder
and his tournament partner, Andy Cagle is
showing off a 50-pound beast.
me to only target them in deep water in the
winter. Up until the last few years I would
only target catfish in the shallow water
during the spring when the water started
to warm. That strategy has changed over
time, partly by luck and circumstance.
We started finding these fish shallow
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during the winter months by accident.
When it gets rough on Santee and you
want to fish the only choice you have is
to get close to a bank. Most places close
to the bank in Santee is shallow. So,
we would pull up shallow, not by choice
but by necessity. We have been testing
this shallow water theory for the last few
years and it seems to be proving itself.
We have been consistently finding catfish
in shallow water during the winter months.
The Evidence
The bonus to our discovery is that we
are finding big catfish. What seems to
be consistent is that our winter fishing in
shallow water tends to produce quality
trophy size fish more times than not.
Several of my friends have been helping
me test my shallow water theory.
Richard Chaplin fishes Santee and the
Copper River regularly. I shared some
shallow water tips with Richard a few years
ago and now he is the man for consistently
catching trophy fish in shallow water. He
caught a 72-pound blue after Christmas
and today as I am writing this, he caught a
92-pound blue. Both were caught in water
5 feet deep or less. Then, he was out in
mid-January, 2018, anchored in 4 feet
of water and caught a 62- and 54-pound
blue within 30 minutes of one another.
At the end of 2018 and on the first
day of the new year I was fishing Santee
with my two grandsons. We fished the
last three days of last year and the first
day of the new year. All 4 days we were
anchored in 5 feet of water or less. We
caught several fish each day in the 15- to
20-pound range and on New Year’s Day
one of my grandboys caught a 50-pound
trophy.
Andy Cagle and Jody Day fish several of
the lakes here in Georgia—Lake Jackson,

“…when they move up to
shallow water, they seem to be
looking for something to eat.”

Hill’s grandson caught this 50-pound blue
in less than 5 feet of water on New Year’s
Day, 2019.
Oconee, and Sinclair. They have been
catching good fish shallow in all these
lakes all year long, including the winter.
Mark Stanley and Kevin Couick both
fish Santee often and fished the Winter
Blues on Wheeler last year and this year.
They caught a 68-pound blue on Wheeler
this year in 3 feet of water.
What I think is happening is that the
big blues are pairing up during the winter
months and getting ready for the spring
spawn. Part of the getting ready process
is to feed and fatten up. Once the spawn
starts, they will be building nests, males
sparring with other males and once the
eggs are laid guarding the nest for a
couple of weeks waiting on the eggs
hatch. During this time, they don’t seem
to eat much.
Finding Shallow Fish
When I say shallow water, I mean
depths of 10 feet or less. I look for shallow
flats, back of creeks or drains and behind
islands. I like to anchor my boat in 4 to 5
feet of water near a drop off or ledge. If I
can find a change in depth of a couple of
feet in 3 to 4 feet of water, I will anchor
close to that.
Don’t be afraid to idle around in shallow
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water looking for these spots. At Santee,
we call this knocking the squirrels out Hill modifies a traditional Santee Cooper
of the trees. Trim up the motor, go slow, drift rig (left) when anchored. He removes
and watch your depth finder. You may the drift-weight from the snap swivel and
bump a stump or two or you may rub a attaches a 2- or 3-ounce disc sinker. Then
little paint off the bottom of your boat in he clips the bottom of the snap swivel to
the sand. Always move slowly up close to the top of the barrel swivel (right) that is
trees and idle around to get into position.
attached to the leader.
Surprisingly, we have gotten bites while
casting out baits as soon as we get there.
If you enter an area quietly the commotion barrel swivel. I like for my drift weight to
does not seem to be a factor. Just be be able to slide up the main line when a
fish picks up the bait.
careful and pay attention.
To use this drift rig on the anchor I will
remove
the drift-weight from the snap
Equipment, Rigs, and Bait
I fish with Abu Garcia 6500 reels swivel and attach a 2- or 3-ounce disc
on 7-foot Ugly Stick Tiger rods. I spool sinker. I will clip the bottom of the snap
with 30-pound test mono mainline and swivel to the top of the barrel swivel that
60-pound test mono leaders. As far as is attached to the leader. This eliminates
terminal rigs go, I use two different setups the slipping action and keeps the cigar
float from pulling the bait to the top of the
for anchor fishing.
I rig with the traditional Santee drift water. I want the bait to be suspended
rig including a hook, leader, 3-inch cigar off of the bottom about a foot or so when
float, barrel swivel, and drift-weight, with anchored. I normally use 8/0 Gamakatsu
a slight variation for anchoring. I attach circle hooks.
Sometimes the water we fish in is full
my drift-weight to the main line with a
of
grass and the bait tends to get hung
snap swivel and a bead above the leader
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up in the grass rather than sinking to the
bottom. When dealing with grass I will rig
with a typical Carolina rig that includes
the hook, leader, barrel swivel, and a 2
or 3 ounce no roll sinker on the main line
above a bead and the leader swivel. When
the fish pick up the bait with the Carolina
rig they don’t feel the weight.
Once anchored up put out 6 to 10
baits spread all around the boat. Don’t
be afraid to put out big baits. At Santee
we use gizzard shad, white perch, and
mullet for bait. I will get 2 or 3 pieces of
bait out of a football-size gizzard shad.
When using large baits, I will rig with just
a leader, swivel and hook, no weight. A
big old shad head that weighs close to
a pound will stay on the bottom and you
have plenty of weight to cast it out.
I have found no reason to down-size
the bait. My theory is that the bigger the

Young Owen Stanley pulled this 68-pound
blue from 3 feet of water during the 2019
Winter Blues on Wheeler tournament in
January. He was fishing with his dad, Mark
Stanley, and Kevin Couick.
bait the bigger the fish. I believe the fish
you find in shallow water are feeding fish.
They tend to hang out in deep water creeks
and channels, but when they move up to
shallow water, they seem to be looking
for something to eat.
While waiting on a bite I leave my reels
released in the rod holders to free spool
with the bait clickers on. I like the sound
of a bait clicker on a 6500 screaming
with a big fish running off with my bait.
The bites you get in these conditions are
usually good bites. When the clicker goes

29 Catfish NOW February 2019

SANTEE’S WINTER BLUES

off, I just step up to the reel and turn the
handle to lock the spool. I run the drags If there is lots of grass in the area Hill rigs
loose and let the circle hooks do the work. a Carolina rig using a 2 or 3 ounce no roll
I will sit on a spot for 45 minutes to sinker to prevent the bait from staying up on
top of the grass.
an hour. When I move, I may not move
more than 100 yards or so. I will work an
area for a couple of hours before moving
Mainly, don’t be afraid to get up in
out completely, especially if there is a bait some shallow water, bump around on
flipping around the area. If you find the some stumps, knock some squirrels out
bait you will find the fish.
of the trees, and catch yourself a trophy
catfish. Tight lines and good luck.
Final Thoughts
As far as dealing with the cold weather,
Monty Hill owns and operates Makin’ It
I am a little spoiled. I fish out of 24-foot Reel fishing reel repair business. He can
Triton with a full cabin enclosure. I have be reached through his Facebook page.
a propane heater and it gets kind of nice
inside the enclosure. So, do what you
have to do to deal with the weather. My
best advice is to wear layers of clothing to
- Monty Hill
stay warm. It is always better to have on
too many clothes than not enough.
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by Robert Montgomery

M

Millions of Kids Want You to Take Them Fishing

ost who fish started as children
younger than 12. That was confirmed
by a report on fishing back in 2015
from the Recreational Boating and Fishing
Foundation. It pegged the number at
“more than 85 percent.”
More often than not, a parent,
grandparent, or some other relative
took them, not once but regularly.
They developed passion for the
sport because it was fun, as well as
a challenge. It was a connection to a
mysterious underwater world inhabited
by wondrous creatures. But they also
embraced it because they shared
those experiences with loved ones
and, over time, wonderful memories
accumulated.
Of course, there are exceptions, and
I am one of them. No one in my family
fished. But at age 8, I went with my Cub
Scouts pack on an outing to a farm pond.
I didn’t catch a fish, but I was hooked
for life. Two years later, we moved to a
subdivision near a small lake, and the first
thing on my wish list that Christmas was
a rod-and-reel set that I saw in a comic
book ad. I can’t help but wonder, though,

This small channel cat produced a great
smile for this young angler. Montgomery
was his Big Brother for 5 years.
if I would have found my way to fishing
if we had not made that move. And what
about other kids on other Cubs Scouts
trips who never had a second opportunity
to wet a line?
On the other hand, I made it a point
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to take my nieces fishing when they were
young, yet none of them have much interest
in the sport today. Either we embrace
the sport, or we don’t, for a myriad of
reasons. But the more opportunities that
we provide for participation, the better the
future of fishing will be for all of us. As the
study suggests, starting when kids are
young is the best strategy. But we’re also
finding other ways, including high school
and college fishing programs, such as
those sponsored by B.A.S.S., and howto classes, such as the Discover Nature
series offered by the Missouri Department
of Conservation. These activities benefit
not just children who grew up fishing with
family but those like me, who hunger for
mentors to fish with them and share their
knowledge of the sport.

The type of fishing is not as important as
the act of fishing.
learned young from his father, but was
hungry for more. “I started competitively
fishing local tournaments around the age
of 14. I got involved in a local tournament
trail hosted by other Hmong fishermen.”
Later, he joined the University of
Minnesota bass fishing team “in hopes of
learning more about fishing different parts
of the country, as well as seeing how I
could do against other fishermen around
my age.”

And it’s not just boys who want more
opportunities to fish either. The study
And I’m not just saying that. The report reveals that half of first-time anglers are
reveals that 4.3 million kids want to try female, which is not a surprise to Laura
Ann Foshee or Allyson Marcel.
fishing.
Trevor Lo, meanwhile, is someone who

Foshee helped start the Gardendale
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Rockets Bass Fishing Club in Georgia
after seeing a high school competition at
Smith Lake. “We had 60 people to show up
at our first information meeting and ended
up with a team of 18 anglers,” said the
only female member of the Bassmaster
High School All-America Fishing Team.
“I love the challenge and the rush I get
when I hook into a bass,” she said. “In
fishing, you are constantly trying to figure
out the ever-changing patterns of the
fish and learn new lakes, seasons, and
techniques.”
Thanks to her father, Marcel started
fishing as soon as she was old enough
“to hold a pole,” and she was a charter
member of the Nicholls State University’s
bass fishing team in Louisiana.

Editor’s Note: This story first appeared
on December 21, 2018, in the Activist
Angler Blog. Robert Montgomery is a
full-time freelance writer, specializing in
issues related to fishing, especially bass
fishing and freshwater fish, as well as
water. He is the founder of the Activist
Angler website and a longtime Senior
Writer for B.A.S.S. Publications. In 2010
he was awarded the prestigious Homer
Circle Fishing Communicator Award.
You can subscribe on his website and be
notified when a new blog is posted and
learn of his other publications at www.
activistangler.com.

“I just love being on the water,” she
said. “There’s no place I would rather be.
“Usually I fish with my Dad, brother, or
boyfriend so not only am I doing something
I love, but I’m doing it with someone I
love.”
And what do young anglers say is the
best way to grow the sport?
“I would encourage parents to take their
children fishing, as well as educate them
in regards to wildlife and the outdoors,”
said Lo, who also urged students to join
fishing clubs.
Foshee added, “When it comes to girls
getting into fishing, I think the biggest
obstacle isn’t physical strength . . . but a
perception that fishing is a boys sport . . .
I can’t tell you how much of an inspiration
it is to see female anglers like Trait Crist
catching the big bass in the Open and
Allyson Marcel win the College National
Championship. My dream is to be the first
to win the Bassmaster Classic!”
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I

Where the catfish community gathers

f you want to achieve something worthwhile
you have to take chances. That is exactly
what happened back in 2016 when a few
people had the notion to put on the first
Catfish Conference. The willingness to take
the necessary chances back then resulted
in a catfish community get-together that
continues today.
Sure, there were ups and downs, and
trials and tribulations, but the seed planted
back then in a small marine dealership has
grown to the point that it will be held in the
Kentucky Exposition Center, Louisville, KY

The first Catfish Conference was staged at
Jeff Jones Marine in Versailles, KY. A tent
was added on to the back for the seminars.
in 2019. It has grown from that original oneday event to three days to give more catfish
fans an opportunity to visit. The dates are
February 22, 23, and 24, 2019.
The underlying premise was simple then
and it is simple today. The Catfish Conference
is all about catfish. Catfish anglers, catfish
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vendors, catfish families, catfish boats,
catfish seminars—if it has to do with catfish
it can probably be found in Louisville.
The face of Catfish Conference is Steve
Douglas. He is well known as a catfish
tournament angler, tournament director, and
all-around catfish fanatic. Known affectionally
as the Catfish Dude, he has been teaching
others how to catfish through his YouTube
channel for years. He is also owner/operator
of Monster Rod Holders where he markets
rod holders and other catfishing accessories.
Douglas wants everyone to know that
the event is for everyone from novice to
pro, from angler to friends and family. Past
conferences have shown just how involved
the families are. Husbands and wives,
brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles, kids
and grownups, all come to the conference to
shop, to visit, to listen to seminars, and just

“…if it has to do with catfish it
can probably be found…”

Lyle Stokes and Chuck Davidson
represented Catfish Weekly in the very first
Catfish Conference. Catfish Weekly has
been there for everyone since. Lyle and
Doc will be on hand in 2019 spinnin’ yarns
and tellin’tales.
have fun.
What 2019 has to Offer
The new venue at the Kentucky Exposition
Center will offer 70,000 square feet of floor
space to house the booths, boats, and
crowds.
Vendors will set up booths to display,
demonstrate, and sell catfish products.
Guests can browse, compare, and purchase
the products they like best after actually
having a hands-on experience. In many
cases, show specials help guests save
money and in some cases, like anchors
and rods, eliminating shipping costs saves
money too.
Several tournament trails will be on hand
to talk about their offerings. Tournament
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anglers, or those interested in beginning
tournament catfishing, can check out the
trails and pick up their schedules.
There will be plenty of catfish information
flowing from discussions at the booths and
in the isles, but a highlight of the event will
be seminars by well-known anglers. The
seminars will give amateur and advanced
anglers the opportunity to listen, ask
questions, and learn from the best catmen
and catwomen in the business.
Several different seminar sessions will
include information ranging from basic
catfishing to tournament competition.
Speakers include Spencer Bauer, Ryan
Casey, Stacey Gaston, Carl Morris Jr.,
Ann and Eddie White, Chris Howard, Jeff
Williams, and a representative from Navionics
speaking on charts and mapping.
Of course, in addition to the scheduled
seminars, the isles will be full of seasoned
catfish anglers willing and able to help
anyone that will ask. Sharing of information
is a pleasing characteristic of the catfish
community. If you have questions, you can
get them answered, all you have to do is ask.
New to the Catfish Conference for 2019
is the First Annual Anglers Choice Awards.

In 2017 the conference moved to the Crowne
Plaza Hotel in Louisville where everyone
had more room. It is a place to come visit
with friends that you might not get to see all
that often.
Vendors will enter their catfish products in
the competition and guest anglers will vote
on their favorites. Top products will be named
in several different categories. The products
must be currently on the market to be eligible
for the competition.
Those guests that vote in the Anglers
Choice Awards will have their name in the hat
for a drawing that will distribute the products
at the end of the competition. Guests do
have to be present to win, so be sure and
ask when the drawing will be.
The much anticipated event revolves
around the idea of promoting the sport of
catfishing in a positive way and helping to
grow the catfishing community. Now in its
fourth year, it is an event the whole catfish
community looks forward to. The Catfish
Conference is a place to visit with friends,
shop, and learn about the sport of catfishing.
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For
more
information
visit
the
Catfish Conference website at www.
catfishconference.com and be sure to follow
and like their Facebook page.

The 2019 conference has designated
rooms for the seminars which feature
several different speakers through out the
three-day event.

- Ron Presley
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Why We Catfish

A Guest Editorial by Justin Johnston

For the fun of a kayak sleigh ride.

F

or most of us, our first childhood
fishing memories involved watching
a bobber dance around on the water
surface before getting pulled under by
an unsuspecting bluegill. That feeling of
excitement and accomplishment as you
reel in that first fish as a small child is
almost magical. For some reason though,
as we get older, we tend to move on from
the simple pleasure of fishing with a worm
and bobber. We begin to target specific
species of fish and use more “advanced”
techniques. Like an addict trying to replicate
the rush of their first high, we continue on
this path often overcomplicating how we

It was a bluegill that finally put Johnston on
the right track for catching trophy catfish
like this nice blue cat.
fish just to try to get that same feeling of
excitement that we used to get as kids
when our bobber would go down.
My story is no different. My first childhood
memories of fishing involved a worm and
bobber. As I moved into my teenage years,
I took up bass fishing because it was the
cool thing to do. I got my first boat at age
17 and was on Fort Loudon and Watts Bar
chunking crankbaits and spinnerbaits at
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every opportunity. It wasn’t until my early
20’s that I got into catfishing. After seeing
a picture of a huge catfish at a local bait
shop, I decided to venture out on a quest
to catch one myself.
It wasn’t easy in the beginning. I had no
idea what I was doing out there. I spent
an entire summer trying various storebought and commercial baits and never
caught anything bigger than a few pounds.
One fateful day though, using bluegill as
bait next to Fort Loudon dam, because
that’s where I was told catfish as big as
Volkswagens could be found, I hooked
into my first monster blue cat. Truthfully
speaking, that fish only weighed around 15
to 20 pounds but it was the biggest fish I
had ever caught to that point in my life and
it sure looked and felt like a monster to me
at the time. To say that fish changed my life

Combining kayak fishing with big blues like
this serve to stoke Johnston’s passion for
fishing.
would sound like a pretty lame and maybe
extreme cliché’ but it definitely changed
how I fished going forward. Gone were the
days of me spending my free time chasing
bass. I was all in on catfishing from that
moment on.
I spent the next few years learning as
much as I could about catfishing mostly
through trial and error. It will make me
sound old, but back in those days there
was no YouTube and information on the
internet about catfishing was pretty sparse.
I just kept at it by trying various baits and
anchoring at random locations along the
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Tennessee River. Over the course of time,
I began to figure out when and where I
could find fish and what baits were the
most effective to use. As I continued to
get better at catfishing, fish in the 15to 20-pound class started to come more
frequently along with an occasional larger
fish here and there. While I was perfectly
happy catching fish of any size, it got to
where I was needing to catch bigger and
bigger fish to achieve the same rush I felt
after landing that first 20-pounder a few
years before.
Fortunately, in 2008, I had another one
of those cliché life-changing moments that
changed how I fished going forward. While
on vacation, I went on a kayaking tour on
the Colorado River. As I was taking in the
sights, I kept thinking about how much fun
it would be to tangle with a big catfish in a

Johnston has custom rigged his Hobie for
fishing and videotaping.
kayak. When I got back home, I bought a
cheap kayak and hit the river to do just that.
From the moment I hooked into that first big
catfish in the kayak, I was addicted. It was
the greatest rush I had ever experienced
while fishing.
If I could go back in time and watch
myself when I first started kayak fishing, I
would probably cringe. From not wearing
a life jacket, to being in a kayak that was
way too unstable for the size of fish I was
targeting, I made a lot of dumb mistakes and
put myself in some dangerous situations
during those early days. Thankfully, I
survived my ignorance though and for the
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last 10 years, I have continued to hone my
catfishing skills from the seat of a kayak.
A lot has changed during that time.
My boat has since been sold and I have
gone through a few different kayaks in the
process. I certainly have a lot less hair now
than when I started too. The one thing that
hasn’t changed though is the rush I get
when I hook into a big catfish in the kayak.
In all the years that have passed, that
feeling has never faded. And best of all, it
doesn’t take a very big catfish to achieve
that feeling. Any catfish over 10 pounds
will get a kayak moving and the monsters
can take you on a true kayak sleigh ride.
Nowadays, I continue to spend my free
time targeting big catfish from my kayak but
I also now share my adventures with others.
Through my YouTube channel, Kayak
Catfish, and my website kayakcatfish.
com, I try to be the resource for others that
I wish I could have had when I got started
in kayak catfishing. These platforms allow
me the opportunity to not only teach people
how to catch catfish from a kayak but also
to do it in as safe a manner as possible. I

Johnston uses his YouTube channel, Kayak
Catfish, to teach other anglers the methods
he uses to catch trophy cats like this nice
Tennessee River flathead.
also use these platforms to educate about
the importance of practicing catch, photo,
release (CPR) on trophy catfish so that
future generations of fishermen will have
the chance to experience the fun of a
kayak sleigh ride too.
For me, when a big catfish doubles my
rod over and starts to take the side of my
kayak down with it, there are no bills to
be paid, no chores to be done, and no
stress from work. In that moment, I am
just an innocent kid again who is filled with
excitement as he watches his bobber go
down. The only difference now is that I get
to ride on top of the bobber and hang on
for dear life as the fish swims away. That
is why I catfish.
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Tournament
Tournament Results
Results
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB

JANUARY 5th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

LAKE WATEREE

Aaron Buchanan/Matt Hall
Ashley Campbell/Jennifer Campbell
Richard Warskow/Mark Turner
Andy Pitts/Rylan& Chris Debruhl/Tripp Cobb
Zach Taylor/Joni Bailey/Matthew Anthony

90.8
90.25
86.8
80.9
73.6

BIG FISH
1. Andy Pitts/Rylan& Chris Debruhl/Tripp Cobb

OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB

JANUARY 12th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

59.5

HOPEWELL MARINA

Joey Keefe/Randy Waid
Mike Haynes/Mike Connor
Todd Glidewell/Trevor Morgan/Kenny Bennett
Doug Holloway/John Cleveland
Ryan Smiley/Leo Smiley

105.18
92.74
88.39
77.98
72.68

BIG FISH
1. Joey Keefe/Randy Waid

73.59

CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL

JANUARY 12th - 13th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

CEDAR CREEK

DRTW
Cowtown Catfishing
Dirty Hookers
Reel Rednecks
Catman Du

123.14
103.42
97.03
93.88
92.23

BIG FISH
1. Waldrop/Baldwin

42.57

TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB

FEBRUARY 2nd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

WILSON LAKE

AJ Johnson/Ricky Dean/Dianne Thomas
Chris Ward/Chris Carter
Michael Clark/Brian Meares/Caleb Meares
John Nugent/Warren Simmons
Jared Robertson/JR Hall

105.98
101.34
100.3
82.74
78.6

BIG FISH
1. Jared Robertson/JR Hall

66.28
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MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL

FEBRUARY 2nd
1.
2.
3.
4.

ROSEDALE

Charlie Hudson/Chris Sisks
David Magness/Ryan Magness
Cam Pitts/Brian Mayo/Bobby Chilcutt
Allen Houston

84.31
73.61
55.37
33.53

BIG FISH
1. Charlie Hudson/Chris Sisks

FEBRUARY 3rd
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

47.07

SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
LAKE WYLIE

Evan Martin/Larry Godwin
Gene Gaston/Jonathan Brunett
Jacob Williams/Lee Cowan
Gary Morton Jr/Gary Morton Sr
Mac Moneta/Lance Wolfe

74.46
74.3
72.6
61.25
58

BIG FISH
1. Jacob Willia,s/Lee Cowan

FEBRUARY 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

64.4

CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
LIMESTONE

Cowtown Catfishing
Blues Brothers
Cat Mann Du
Tight Liners
Dirty Hooker

61.37
49.32
44.81
41.73
38.7

BIG FISH
1. Blues Brothers

FEBRUARY 9th
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

31.55

JKV CATFISHING TOURNAMENT
TRAIL
LAKE WHEELER

Mikw Mitchell/Rick Sexton
Fat Cat Frenzy
Bryan Folsom/Melinda Folsom
John Micheal/Colton Straton
Robert Scott SR/Neville Watkins

167.05
145.85
122.65
116.45
115.18

BIG FISH
1. Fat Cat Frenzy

77.74
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Tournament Results

FEBRUARY 9th
1. Howard Staton/Chris Krammes
2. Thomas Ritchie/Bruce Connor
3. James Keatts/Jonathan Keatts/Terry Ketchuns
4. Doug Holloway/John Cleveland
5. James Williams/William Houser

OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB

HOPEWELL MARINA

93.7
71.35
65.72
62.32
61.28

BIG FISH
1. Doug Holloway/John Cleveland

62.32
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CATFISH CALENDAR
(Fishermen, check with club/association for exact dates, changes, cancellations and rules.)
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
FEB
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR
MAR

16th
16th
16th
16th
16th
22nd - 24th
23rd
23rd
23rd
2nd
3rd
9th
9th
9th
9th
9th
9th
9th
9th

ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS
CATFISH CONFERENCE
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
FISHN BLUES
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATFISH
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
INDIANA CATFISH ASSOCIATION
M&J CATFISH WAR
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS

SWIFT CREEK
KAW POINT 1
SANTEE COOPER
PATRIOT
MUD ISLAND
KY EXPO CENTER
CLARKSVILLE TN MARINA
ELLSWORTH
INGALLS HARBOR
FISHING CREEK
COLUMBIA BOTTOMS ACCESS
LAKE TAWAKONI
MILFORD LAKE
LAY LAKE
TANNERS CREEK
GORDON BOAT RAMP
HOPEWELL MARINA
NICKAJACK
COLUMBIA BOTTOMS ACCESS
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SERIES
CLUB/ICE BREAKER
TRAIL
CLUB
CLUB
EXHIBITS
CLUB
SHOOTOUT
TRAIL
CLUB
CLUB/DAY
TRAIL
SERIES
CLUB
OPEN
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB
CLUB

CATFISH CLUBS

Corrections or additions contact us at catfishnow.com
CLUB

Link

ALABAMA CATFISH SERIES
ALL AMERICAN CATFISH TOURNAMENTS
BIG SIOUX CAT ANGLERS
CABELA’S KING KAT TOURNAMENT TRAIL
CATFISH CHASERS TOURNAMENT SERIES
CATFISH CONFERENCE
CATFISH NATION OUTDOORS
CATFISH MAFIA
CENTRAL MISSOURI CATS
CENTRAL TEXAS CATFISH TRAIL
CHATTAHOOCHEE HILLJACK CATFISHING
CUMBERLAND RIVER CATMAN’S ASSOCIATION
FISHIN BLUES
FLATHEAD BLUES ON CHANNEL 2
GET-N-HOOKED
HOLD’EM HOOK CATFISH TRAIL
ICATS
INDIANA CATFISH
J.K.V. CATFISHING TOURNAMENT TRAIL
KANAWHA RIVER CATFISH CLUB
KERR LAKE MADKATTERS
M&J CATFISH WAR
MICHIGAN CATFISH ANGLERS TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI CATFISH TRAIL
MISSISSIPPI RIVER MONSTERS
MONSTERS ON THE OHIO
OHIO VALLEY CATFISHING
OLD DOMINION CATFISH CLUB
RED RIVER VALLEY CATFISH LEAGUE
REEL DEAL EXTREME CATFISHING
SCHEELS BOUNDRY BATTLE CATFISH TOURNAMENT
SOUTHEASTERN CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA MO RIVER CATFISH CLUB
SOUTHWEST OHIO CATFISH CLUB
TNT CATFISHING
TENNESSEE RIVER CATFISH CLUB
TRI STATE KATS
TRI-COUNTY CATFISH ASSOCIATION
TUG-N-JUGS
TWISTED CAT OUTDOORS
WEST TN CATFISH ANGLERS

FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
FACEBOOK
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See ya’ next month.
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